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SusjEcT : REPATRIATION OF ITALIANS,

Secretary, .
All the informations available is contained in thé

attached file.

(2) It appears that this arrangement was made between
the Italian Consul and the State Government without any re-

ference to the Defence Department.

Adjutant General,

O ’"'FNuE;J,X//lQlS.

ég;;gm \\2(,/’T€7$C C}pq;z:;é -/[

{ F—dta
Q‘; : [-‘ N C /,/,/ // f
N UEFE NGE 7

—”

T\LEQS™
!mM!nnJ)







*xpjoedsul

*93835 8TY) UT JUTATII® BUSTT® UBTIEBII
J© spacoex oyj jsSucws JI8U @O0TFJFO STY3 Jo 8pxvoex jacdesed
oy) 383ucue xeedde 38U BOCD OWBU 9ANQE OYJ 38W] OBTADPE 0]
eABY I wox®N °*Y39T JFO L6%F/A aInei o3 esusdses ul

*0¥0s etusjuy
826T WoxBN °* w3023

Jalivia3aay

‘O'd'® 8€6 'ON XO08 2302<m02mz
HONV¥E NOILVOILSIANI
AN3IWLHVYHdIA STAVHINIO-AINHOLLY ogaé 6461 "D "M3L

‘xejoedsul eyl
VilTvdlsnNny 40 HLIVaIMNOWWKNOD

*2/268T °‘Y°S




5B/ FD ‘ - W 4?/

29th December, 1927.

The Direet or,
CANBERRA.

In "Smith's Weekly” of 31/12/27 under the
heading "RQ{&l Park Killer back in lielbourne” it is stated
that an Ttalian deportee named Antonio SORO has returned to
Kelbourne. Tt is said that he landed at idelaide recently.

4ill you please advise me whether Soro is
in fact fa; a deportee within the meaning of the Immigration
act;and (b) if so, has authority been given for his re-admission
to Australia.

If the answers to these questions are "Yes"
and "No" respectively, I will take steps to try and trace the
man, with a view to his arrest as a prohibited immigrant.

Inspector.
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TELEPHONE :
CenTrAL 10064,

COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA.

ATTORNEY-GENERAL'S DEPARTMENT.
Investigation Branch
WMelbourne 2--2--28,

Inspector R, S. Browne,

Re. Antonio Soro.

ZAd

Inquiries made at the office of the Stéte Crown
ILaw Department, Melbourne show that Antonio Soro was convicted
of the murder of lMiss Bickett on QOétober 15th, 1914 and senten- ;
ced to death, A Cabinet decision later commuted the sentence
to one of imprisonment for life without any beuefits of the
Regulations, a

It was then learned that Sor6 wa s af one time con-
fined in a lunatic asylum in Western Australia. In response

to a largely signed petition for his release the Governor of

Victoria 8ir A, Stanley approved of his release from custody ‘f

PR

on the 3rd April, 1918, and laid down the following conditions.
"To be released from custody whén the Italian Consui

or the lMilitary Authorities of the Commonwealth are prepared to

take charge of him, and upon his entering into a recognisance

in the sum of £100 conditioned to return to Italy, and for that

purpeose to submit himself to and act under the directiouns of

the Military Authorities of the Commounwealth or of the Italian‘yJ
Consul”, 3

Soro was then released on these conditions and lefﬁg;#
Australia early in May 1918 in company with a number of other
Italian Reservists after serving three and a half years of his
lafe sentence,

There is no mention made in the conditions of his é
release of him not being allowed to re-eunter the Commonwealth -

but the Cabinet looked upon the release as a deportation in view

of the fact that Soro was leaving to serve with the Italian

Cﬁ%ﬂe 6157. E

Army during the Great War.
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Invcsfigation Branch
HelDbOourne 2ww2--28,

Inspector R, Se_Browne,

Re, ‘ntonio Soro.

Inquiries made at the office of the State Crown
law Department, Melbourne show that intonio Sore was convicted
of the murder of Miss Bickett onFOGtober 15%h, 1914 and sentene
ced to death, A Cabinet decision later comuuted the sentence
to one of imprisonment for life without any beuefits of the
Regulations,

It was then learned that Soro wu: ai one time cone
fined in a lunatic asylum irn Weastern Australia, In response
to a larsely signed petition Pfor his release the Governor of
Victoria 8ir A, Stauley approved of his release Tfrom custody
on the rd /pril, 1918, and laid down the following conditions,

"To be released from custody whén the Italian Consul {
or the Military Authorities o7 the Commonweslth are prepared to !
take charge of him, ani upon hiu entering into a recopnisance “l
in the s'm of £100 conditioned to return to Italy, and for that
purpese to submit himself to and act under the directions of
the Military Authorities of the Commonwealth or of the Italian

Consul"™, N

Soro was then released on these_conditionl and left
Australia early in May 1918 in company with a number of other
Italian Reservists after serving three and a half years of his

- SRai

léfe sentence.

There is no mention made in the conditions of his
release of him not being allowed to re-enter the Commonwealth
but the Cabinet lookel upon the release as a deportation in view
of the fact that Soro was leaving to serve with $he Italian
Arlw‘ during the Great War.
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“CRIMINALS AS
CONSCRIPTS

It was publicly asserted that one Antonio Soro, who was detained
in His Majesty's gaol under a life sentence, for murder committed in
1914, was released tc serve as a conscript with the Italians now being
seized and deported. The statement gained great publicity, and a gques-
tion seeking its confirmation was asked by Mr. Brennan, M.H.R,, in the
House of Representatives or Thursday, May 16, 1918, and the Assistant
Minister of Defence (Mr. Wise) denied the statement outright. Further
enquiries were instituted, and the following letter, which ieaks for

itaelf. was received from the Chief Secretary’s Department

“Chief Secretary’s Office, Victoria,

“Melbourne, 17th May, 1918,
“Dear Sir,—

- “In reply to ycur letter of the 14th instant, I am directed
to inform you that Antonio Soro, who was convicted of murder
in 1914, was released from gaol on the 3rd ultime, with the
approval of His Excellency the Governor.

“Yours faithfulfy,

“W. A, CALLAWAY.®
*T. Tunnecliffe, Esq.,, M.L.A,,

“King-street, Gardiner,”
“X.4117.”

Soro has been released. Whyt

Is it usual to release murderers after serving four years out of a
life sentence? Where is Soro now? It is generally believed that he is
serving as a conscript—with the Italian deportees—released at the
instigation of the Italian consul to swell the ranks of conscripts from
free Australia. This belief will stand unless the Government satisfies
the people to the contrary. The people want to know now why is all
information about the Italian conscription suppressed by the censor?
Why is the Government ransacking the gaols in search of conscripts?
Why did the Government seek to mislead the people by the answer of
the Assistant Minister of Defence, quoted above?

The people are rapidly growing disgusted with the Government’s
hole and corner methods, and with its violations of the people’s will,
and the abrogation of their rights and privileges. Let it heware lest the
=g tide of public indignation overwhelm it altogether,
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Commendatore Grossardi

3

RSB/FD : v/4497

CONFIDENTIAL. 29th March, 1928.

Dear 3Sir,

Will you please favor me with any advice or informa-
tion which may be in your possession, relative to one antenio 3
S0R0, whose conviction on a charge of murder in 1914 and b
subsequent release to grocead to serve in the Italian Army in i
1918, will be described in your Consular records. %

It wae mentioned in a certain newspaper on 3lst
December last, that Soro had returned tc Australia, and landed
in Adelaide in 1926 or 1927, and the Commonwealth authorities

-are desircus of ascertaining whether the newspaper reference

has any foundation cn fact.
Yours faithfully,
Inspector.

foyal Italian Gonsul General,
KELBOURRE.
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* REGIO CONSOLATO D'ITALIA

MELBOURNE . l?ph M?XU???ﬁf

gl
No. '(b 6/,‘ \/ (59 WILLIAM ST.) (AUSTRALIA)
/

OGGETTO

¥

Dear Sir,

In reply to your letter of the 29th March
relative to ANTONIO SORO I wish to inform you that there is no record
in this office of his having returned to Melbourne.

Meantime I wish to assure you that I have written
to the Authorities in Italy with a view to ascertaining whether he was
issued with a passport for Australia, or, in the negative, where he
is actually residing at present.

As soon as a reply comes to hand I will not fail
to inform you.
Yours faithfully,

@n'

Royal Italian Consul.

THE INSPECTOR
Investigation Branch
Attorney General's Degpartment,
Queen's House

MELBOURNE
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REGIO CONSOLATO D'ITALIA

12th December 1928 .
e MELBOUR
i / 70 4/L% ] (59 WILLIAM ST.) L’(AUT‘IEALIA) -
OGGETTO
i CONFIDENTIAL,
i Antonio Soro.
: Dear Sir,
: Risposta al Foglio
B No. Following my letter of the 17th May last, I wish to inform
; Del
you that I have now received information from the Authorities in
Sassari that Soro was able to secure a passport in March 1921 from
the Authorities at Tempio (Sardinia). ,
Unfortunately it was impossible to ascertain if, and
when Soro left and also if he was booked for Australia.
I can assure you, in the meantime, that I have already
{ written to the Foreign Office and to the Home Department in Rome

i urging them to mske all the possible inguiries especially in the offices |
at the Border and in all Sea Ports to establish if Soro left and the
date, the name of the ship, and port of intended disembarkation.

As soon as the result of said inquiries are known to me
I will not fail to inform you without delay.

In this connection I might suggest that inquiries

could be made by you, also here, as Mr. Cesare Dzlbora, who has a fruit
S p in Ballarat, is a relative of Soro and it is most likely that, if

Ay

‘)ﬁf'J;\ thk latter is in Australia, Mr.Dalbora should know.

Ve o/ | : |
: e A j} Yours faithfully, |
. v P AZA 3 |
B w20 y 154 ~ \ 4 s \
2 e J il (Carosi)
| THE INSPECTOR "M““ﬁ %”’/_&——3 ’
. . Inveftigation Branch, 4 A Fovel Ttaliay. Comne: .
Queens House,MELBO 1940 3
£ P 455 5 -y 2
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TELEPHONE!

St Tan4 COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA.

ATTORNEY-GENERAL'S DEPARTMENT.
IN STIGATION B 5
‘?';a'iﬁrurnﬂ 341.55 cﬁ'-‘?@

Inspectcr . 5. Browne.

Re=---- Antonio  Serec.

I have tc rencrt fer yeur infermation having made
inquiries at Ballarat frem relatives c¢f the abcve named man in
crder te ascertain if he returned te the Commonwealth since his
depertation in 1918,

I interviewed his brother-in-law Cesare D'Albera
who keeps a fruit shop at 58 Lydiard Street, Ballarat. He in-
formed me that Scro did return frem Ttaly atcut eight years ago.
He was given a free pass tc return to Australia on acccunt of
being an Italian Reservist whe returned to Italy to serve in the
Italian Army during the war. This seems te show that Sorc was
net locked upen by the Italian Gcvernment as a depcrtee from
Australia. D'Albcra said that Soro only stayed with them for
four or five days and his object of visiting them was to see his
mother lMaria Soro, who lived with D'Albora and his wife, the
latter being a sister of Soreo's and a daughter of Maria Serc.

They do net knew anything of his present whereabeui

and have not heard anytting of him since he left. They believe

that ke has returned to Italy bhut dannct say fer certain. Sorc's
mother died at Ballarat abcut eight mcnths ago.

I alsc interviewed D'Albora’s wife and brether.
'hey cannct give any further information but stated that Seore
did return te Australia after the war and left asain. They are
all of the opinicn that he weuld werk his passase baek te Ttaly.

‘D'Albera furthrer stated that Soroc ecn his return
landed at the Port of lielbcurne from dn Italian ship.and travel-

led under his prcper name.
//é/%w/f
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R3B/CC, v/4497,

Investization Branch,. 4
QUEENS HOUSE, QUEEN 3TRREETD,
Melb ourne 2lst Juune 1929, i

The Director, :
CAN BYRRA »

Antonio S0RO. Your lo.0/5623.

I refer to my report of the lith February 1928, md
your reply of the 2nd March following, since when endeavour
has been made to ascertain whether S0R0 returned to Australia,
and if so, whether he remained here,

His passport has now been found and reveals that
he reutmrned to Australia on 10/12/1921, snd landed at
Melbourne from the Italian steamer "Moncalieri”,-

~ I attach hereto $ranslation of particulars incorporated
in his Italian passport.

It was ascertained that SOR0O has relatives at Ballarsat,
and recently advantage was taken of Detective Merrett's
presence in the district on another matter to make inquiries
of these relatives,

His brother-in-law Cesare D'ALBORA, keeps a fruit
shop at 58 Lydisrd Street, Ballarat, snd,when interviewed,
stated SORO returned to Australia after the war as an Italian
Reservist in t he same monner us other Italisnms who bhad been
called to serve in the Itulian Army from Australia,

D'ALBORA said that SORO only stayed with him for .
4 or b days, and that his object in visiting him was mainly
to see his mother Mrs.Maria SORO, who lived with D'ALBORA, and
his wife, who was her dsughter and a sister of 30RO.

DYAIBORA does not imow angything of SORO's movements
since that time, but believes that he has returned to Italy.

D'ALBORA's wife and a brother were slso intervxawed.
but the interviews did not lead to the production of any further
information. They were each of the opinion thet SORO would
weobk bhis passage back to Italy.

The Itelien Consul-Genersl has done all in his power
to aszist in the matter of tracing SORO,snd his last advi
dated 3rd liay last indicated that the Foreign Office in Italy
had examined all passenger lists of the Orient Line, ILloyd {
Sabaudo,and Havigazione Generale Italiano, for the years 1926
and 1927 in an effort to establish whether SORO left Italy
for Australis in 1926 or 1927,

SORO is sseid to have been interested in an invention,
In his passport he is described as a mechanic,

o 74 )
Inspector. ‘




