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Neal DeVasher:

My name is Scott Robertson. I have also in the past used the pen name Luther
Rangeley as some of the attached documents will reflect.

I've been researching your grandfather Bob Neal's invention (US Patent
2030759) since 1988, and my project regarding compressed air inventions
began in 1979. Before that I was first exposed to air technology when I started
rebuilding player pianos in 1969, at age 13. I went to high school in Salina,
Kansas, and I was acquainted with Terry Miller of Joplin, Missouri, a well known
air car inventor who showed his cars from coast-to-coast and was written up in
many newspapers and magazines. I have a website and a discussion forum on
the topic.

Despite all that, "exotic compressed air inventions" is still a fringe topic. But I
have raised a little dust and kept myself entertained. I am currently trying to
teach myself computer programming.

Your grandfather had met a man, a researcher and enthusiast named Albert J
McDonald, who was very interested in compressed air cars and exotic
technology. I've seen some letters that came from Bob Neal to Mack, just
newsy Christmas greetings. Mack did not know Bob Neal when the project was
still underway, but Bob got Mack to promise he would carry on the work, to try
and get it to the public. Mack passed this job to me in 1988, it was why we
met, as we were introduced by another researcher with similar interests. Mack
died in 2001 but we became well acquainted when we both lived in California.
He had your Uncle Floyd's phone number so I spoke to Floyd in 1989. Since he
is Bob's oldest child, and barely remembers the engine, I gave up hope
learning more of a technical nature from family, but only a few years ago
started on the family history, and have ended up studying dozens of air
inventors' backgrounds, trying to learn what they were like, and especially
collecting photos and stories for the little biographies that I try to write up on
these guys.

The other day I took a dip into genealogy, and ran into an obituary published
online for your Aunt Ellie Neal, Bob Neal's daughter. That is how I found you,
since your mother and her location were mentioned. By searching the names I
found in that article, I ran into your name and others. I also learned your
grandmother's maiden name and found that apparently, when Bob and Ruby
and family left Arkadelphia for Hot Springs, they moved next door to Ruby's
family.

Rod tells me you might be going to Hot Springs soon. If you have time to
speak with your Uncle Bobby, that would be great, if you have a way of taping
the conversation, even greater. However there is hopefully plenty of time for



that sort of thing, and my main interest right now is some pictures of Bob Neal.
If you don't know how to make a high resolution color scan (even if the photo's
black and white, the scan should be color), then it would be so nice if you could
send some things to augment our collection. Rod's return address or my
nephew's will be on the outside of this envelope, probably my nephew's. They
both live close to Portland, Oregon. I am living in the Philippines with my wife
and child, and one of them will take care of forwarding to me.

I have a few questions, though I doubt you know the answer. Other than the
obvious--any stories you can remember about the compressing engine itself-
-these are some of the things I wonder about:

Do you know why your grandfather changed his name? All the early records list
him as Russell Neal, which is why it took some time to find anything on his
early life at all. I had to buy a copy of his social security card application
(which is often done by genealogists) to find out his parents' names, and that's
when I learned he was called Russell Neal. The patent office actually
challenged him for using the name "Bob" instead of "Robert", thinking he was
giving them a nickname, but apparently he satisfied them that "Bob Neal" was
his legal name. It may be a surprise to you that he was also called Russell, but
if you look at the attached documents you'll see this is the case.

Rod says you had heard the invention was dropped suddenly. Do you have
anything you could add to this? I'm trying to place this in time, for example,
would it have happened during WW2, after, before, etc. By all indications he
was still at it in 1939, and was in the machine shop business in 1940, but back
to shoe repair by 1942. Since you hadn't heard the kidnap story that your
Uncle Floyd told about his sister, I wonder if it was Ellie rather than your
mother who went through this. Possibly we will never know, or is there another
sister younger than Ellie?

If you can tell me where Bob and Ruby are buried, I can easily get a
genealogist in Hot Springs to take pictures of their gravestones, which I will
share with you.

Do you have any idea when Bob moved to Arkansas from Texas, or when he
started working on his air compressing engine?

I could hit you with a hundred questions but would rather wait for the photos
and let you decide what you would like to share. I would like to know the
names of Bobby's children for the family tree, if that is not too much to ask. I
am still working on that sort of thing, but interrupted all my genealogy several
months ago to try and write my own computer program for recording family
history in a database. I have attached quite a few documents regarding your
family history, and have a lot more depending on how interested you are.

In the meantime, I just wanted to thank you so much for talking to Rod the



other day when he called you. I really appreciate your hospitality and thanks
again for helping us with our hobby! Rod has been very generous with his time
in the past three years or so, and together we have hashed out a lot of what
Bob Neal was doing, and still trying to finish the theory, which keeps getting
more and more interesting.

To boil it down, in regards to what you could help us with: What was Bob Neal
like as a person? Pictures, stories, memories...

Scott Robertson
Panabo City
Philippines

AirCarAccess.com
aircaraccess.proboards.com
stumpednomore@gmail.com

            

This is me driving Terry Miller around in his air car when I helped him at the Wichita Energy Expo in 1985. He built a
couple more air cars in the 1990s using new Chevy bodies that were donated. This photo has appeared on the website
for the popular science show NOVA. My work has been mentioned in a Chicago Tribune article. Other than that, I'm
only known to people around the world who love air cars!



















9



10



11



12



13






