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Roy Jerome Meyers
1879 - 1958

“Lack of faith is the breeding ground of suckers.”
—J. J. Sanders, parole clerk, Arizona State Prison, Florence, Arizona, June 8, 1914

“We do too much for our prisoners, but not the right thing.”
—Kate Barnard, Oklahoma Dept. of Corrections prison reformer

INTRODUCTION

Roy Jerome Meyers was the most well-publicized air car inventor of 1931 and 1932, and that
was a pivotal time for the air car movement. Industrial powerhouse William Lawrence
Saunders, founder of Compressed Air Magazine and founding chairman of Ingersoll Rand
Corporation, died in 1931 and after that, compressed air was no longer going to be taught via
textbooks. From then on the facts about air as an energy medium were conservatively doled
out to graduate engineers on the job, on a need-to-know basis, and nothing of interest was said
about air in textbooks again. It wouldn’t be long before the whole field of undiscovered
pneumatical exotica was practically forgotten, just dropped from the classroom curriculum and
finally no longer spoken of in technical circles. Not without words like “nutjobs” thrown in to
identify the speaker as a sophisticated member of the intelligentsia. Around the time of the two
world wars, engineering came under the influence of big brother energy and changed from
hands-on science to a glorified price fixing club custom-designed to vault the Engineer into the
upper echelons of society and keep him there, weeding out the sort of naive cretins who might
try to ruin things for everybody by charging a reasonable fee. In 1912, socially inept but
technically savantoid Roy Meyers was called an “electrical engineer” because he knew how to
do stuff. By 1950 if he’'d tried calling himself an engineer without a degree and a license, he
could face stiff penalties. He knew about stiff penalties and was happy to be known as a
capable and hard-working machinist, and part-time inventor.

As for the socially unacceptable undercurrent of “let’s keep it simple and keep the gasoline out
of these air engines”, Roy J Meyers’ invention was the icing on the cake. The 1920s had seen
so much activity in the field of exotica fluidica that there was even a daily comic strip about an
air car inventor in 1926 and 1927. The inventors, without exception, were secretive to a fault.
That's pretty much what the cartoon strip Gas Buggies was about: air car inventors cutting off
their nose to spite their face. The cartoonist Frank Beck has his own chapter in this book, as an
honorary air car inventor. He gave us more information about inventors than inventors
themselves generally do, and pinpointed several of the reasons that inventors usually remain
wanna-be’s. If Roy Meyers had any secrets, he no doubt took them to his grave like all the
others. But maybe he had no secrets. One way to find out would be to build the machine that
his patents describe. His designs are straightforward, as far as | know.

For the most part, this book is about people who said their air powered energy machine could
do the work of cheaply getting its own air—thus the air’s solar energy content—into the
thermodynamic system that is responsible for making the machine go. Cheaply vs. the cost of
running a conventional compressor. Back in the 1920s people knew intuitively that air contained
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its own energy. They did not live in refrigerators and they knew with their bodies that ordinary
air had heat in it. This sort of thing must now be explained to engineers, who live in
refrigerators, drive in refrigerators, and work in refrigerators. Have you ever tried to explain
something to someone who has letters after his name? The term “self-fueling air car” was
coined by me but | now like “self-filling air tank” better since the energy in air is not a fuel that
turns into heat by being destroyed, it’s just ordinary room temperature heat and nothing has to
be destroyed or besmirched in order for it to be used. Ambient heat. Because of compressed
air textbooks and journal articles by hands-on engineers like William Lawrence Saunders, it was
well known that you could double the energy content of a given batch of compressed air seven
or eight times more cheaply by directly heating it, than you could by compressing more air from
atmosphere to get the same end result. Roy Meyers took advantage of this principle and
others—such as “electric resistance heating is 100% efficient”, and “a car is under power only
about 40% of the time it is moving”—to build a car that started with a full tank, not thousands of
psi but just normal everyday pressures, and tapping into the car's momentum to generate
electricity, the air was heated in the tank. The result was that most of the air just stayed in the
tank, circulating around from chamber to chamber till it was needed. This is not perpetual
motion if it works. There is no perpetual motion. Meyers’ car was able to go at least 100 miles
on a tank of air but of course most of the details of the test are unclear; we have to rely on
newspaper accounts and the tests were done with witnesses but in secret, whatever that
means. He claimed that 500 to 1000 miles would be possible if his system was perfected.
That's self-fueling enough for me, but the results of his final analysis of the invention’s
performance are not available.

EARLY LIFE: ROY JEROME SMITH

| don’t know why Roy Jerome Smith changed his name to Meyers. Even his marriage records
are in the Meyers name. Like most inventors, he was atypical. On his World War Il draft
registration he printed and signed his name “Roy Jrome Meyers”. He was probably named after
the same ancestor as his mother’s relative Sgt. Jerome Darling, an orphan who lived with his
mother’s family when they were children, and died in a civil war battle at Champion’s Hill,
Mississippi. Uncle Jerome was probably a nephew of Roy Meyers’ great-grandmother, Almira
Darling Minkler. Roy’s grandfather was John R Minkler, a blacksmith and farmer, and a corporal
in the Civil War. Roy also had an uncle named Jerome Darling Minkler, so somewhere back in
time there must have been an ancestor named Jerome Darling who Roy and a lot of other
people were named after.

Many air car inventors were from Ohio and Pennsylvania, where they grew up around railroads
and heard the hissing of air brakes all day. Roy J Smith was born in Edgewood, lowa, which is
part in one county and part in another. His parents were both from Florence, Erie County, Ohio,
a few miles from Lake Erie. In those days if you didn’t know a brakeman who worked on the
railroad, you were not living in Ohio or Pennsylvania. Today, on the other hand, if you don’t
know a real estate agent, an attorney, an accountant, an insurance salesperson and a mortgage
peddler, you must have been conceived in a hay loft and born in a barn. Did you know that
these occupations—mortgage peddler, etc.—are now called “industries”???!!l Whatever
happened to working for a living? | mean making something, vs. skimming off those who do?

Roy’s father was Charles Morton Smith, and his mother was Alzoa Amy Minkler.

Roy’s grandfather was John Yarrington Smith, youngest son of Enoch Smith and Beulah
Yarrington. John 'Y Smith was born and raised in Florence, Ohio, like his son. When he was 22
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he married Lydia Allen, the widow of his oldest brother, and raised his three nephews and one
niece as his own family, although he was only eight years older than his oldest stepson. His
wife was a lot older than him, and they had only one child of their own, Charles Morton Smith,
Roy Meyers’ father. Charles M Smith was a master mechanic on the B & M Railroad and his
half-brothers worked as blacksmiths and farmers. Charles also worked as a carpenter, stage
coach driver, and farm hand. He was a civil war veteran.

Charles married Alzoa A Minkler and they soon left for Steele City, Nebraska with their two
children: baby Roy Jerome Smith and Stella, Roy’s older sister. There were plenty of Minklers
in that part of Nebraska. In those days, people moved to where family IS. These days, people
move to where family AIN'T. It's about being in a hurry and not having time to enjoy life.
Relatives are just a hassle to people who are in a hurry all the time. Although Roy and his
father were both short on siblings, Roy honored the value of family and the public record shows
It.

Roy’s parents and other relatives including Roy’s grandfather John Ransom Minkler relocated to
Fresno, California after 1885, and Roy attended school as long as possible in Fresno. But his
father died of consumption, then his sister was sick for a year and she died at the age of 15. At
the age of 10, Roy J Smith had to quit school and go to work to support himself and his mother.
He had already been doing odd jobs after school, such as weaving carpets, but with his father
gone, Roy became the man of the house.

ROY’'S TROUBLES BEGIN

Eleven-year-old Roy Smith labored in a lumber yard, janitored at the school he wished he could
attend, operated farm machinery in the summer and worked in machine shops in the winter.
One of his supervisors was Frank Scott, ex-sheriff of Fresno County, who remembered him later
and wrote him a nice reference letter.

At the age of 13, Roy was driving a lumber wagon with a team of horses when the wagon
suffered a breakdown. To get out of the scrape he was in, he sold a harness to a passerby for
enough money to solve his immediate problem, but was later accused of stealing the harness
since it wasn't his. He ended up serving 90 days for petty larceny.

One of Roy Smith’s seasonal occupations was making raisin crates at packing houses. When
asked for a reference later, one of his bosses at a packing house wrote that Roy was so
impressionable and easy to manipulate that he might do anything he was told to do, no matter
how ridiculous. It was suggested by that particular reference writer (but not by any other) that
Roy might belong in a mental institution. | don’t hide such things by leaving them out of this
book, because | want to make the point that most inventors and particularly wanna-be inventors
are not like other people. They don't think like other people and as a result live in a twilight zone
between social marginality and downright excommunication from the human race. The wanna-
be inventor who is up against this kind of daily confrontation, and has no money, generally
remains an unknown, unsuccessful, in-debt, wanna-be. People ask, “If these inventors were
right about compressed air, why did all of them fail to bring something to market?” My
response: “Just show me one inventor who is capable of bringing anything to market.” Like Van
Gogh’s genius, real talent in some specialized area does not translate directly into a fat bank
account. A Van Gogh painting now sells for millions of dollars, but he never sold a painting
during his life and was supported by his brother. It's not about the value or relative value of the
art in question, it's about the personality of the artist and his role in society.
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All the other references spoke kindly of Roy, except one employer who obviously didn’t like him.
Roy had come highly recommended to him as a good all-round mechanic, and in the ten days
Roy worked for him running a header, Mr J F Rowell did not find him to be such a good
mechanic. He thought Roy was a little careless and tended to act boastful, as if he had illusions
about his abilities and what he planned to do with his life. Rowell mentioned for some reason
that Roy was a little deaf and said he wasn’t very intelligent. Sounds like a typical emotionally
immature and inexperienced 20-year old to me, but see below regarding “asperger syndrome”.

Roy was a soft-spoken and non-violent person but when his mother married John A
Bomgardner in 1898, he became a drifter for a time, meaning well and always looking for work,
but getting into a few scrapes because of the company he ended up keeping. He was extremely
naive, and what his boss from the packing house said about him was true: he really would do
what people told him. That made him shark bait for desperados who were more street-wise
than he.

In Fresno he had been taking on small shingling contracts but Los Angeles sounded more
interesting to him when his mother got married and didn’t need his money anymore. He did well
as a laborer at the electric company in Los Angeles, and was quickly promoted to lineman and
then troubleshooter. He was something of a savant at electrical and mechanical gadgetry but
his social intelligence was retarded and he wasn’'t motivated to make the extra effort to
overcome this until it had caused him quite a bit of suffering. Getting married might have
ultimately saved his life, but that wasn’t until later.

With the money had had saved Roy went to Stockton, California to open his own blacksmith
shop, but at the real estate office, someone talked him into buying a bankrupt restaurant
instead. He was just being used on account of the fact that he had no more business savvy
than a pie plate and was gullible enough to make an easy mark. After two months the partner
he’d inherited with the restaurant had run up some bills that the income wouldn’t cover, and Roy
went back to Fresno to collect the last $30 of his savings to take care of it. When he got back to
Stockton the restaurant had already been closed by creditors. He was on the street with
nothing. Except a “friend” named Albert Furman who he had known in Fresno and happened
upon in Stockton.

Don’t get me wrong, | don’t want to get too carried away making excuses for him, and for all |
know he might have even invented Albert Furman to give him an excuse, but the story as he
told it is that he and his friend spent three weeks in Sacramento looking for work. Then one day
Furman pulled a check out of his pocket and talked Roy into cashing it, and they would split the
money. It was a small amount, and the check ended up being a forgery. Roy was caught,
Furman escaped. Roy served more than four years of a 6-year sentence in Folsom Prison.

At the time of his arrest he was using the name C M Meyers, based on his father’s initials C M,
and [ still don’t know where he got the Meyers from. He was a model prisoner, his crime had
been non-violent and non-confrontive, nothing like armed robbery or burglary. The way he tells
it he was a patsy for the real criminal and hadn’t even known it was a bad check. The possibility
exists that he was lying, as it wasn’t the last time he got hungry, desperate, and in trouble. The
second offense ten years later was a carbon copy of the first. So maybe Furman was one of his
inventions. | will not try to assert that he didn’t live in a fantasy world and if he was knowingly
guilty he could have still believed in his own innocence. | know, it’s still a lousy excuse. But his
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1900 prison record states that he did not smoke, drink, or use opiates. Later he became a
smoker.

Minor scrapes with the law will come up throughout this book so I will say it now and repeat it
later: many wanna-be inventors are more-or-less social misfits. Misfits experience friction with
human society every day. Friction gets people into trouble. But the worst thing that a person
does in life is not the thing that his whole contribution to the world should be judged by. Not
because it “isn’t fair” to judge people by the worst thing they ever did, but because to do so
would be stupid. Shallow people who don’t tend to regularly screw up socially will automatically
disagree, because they lack empathy with those who don’t understand the unwritten rules which
dictate correct social interactions: body language, voice tone, facial expressions, etc. People
who’ve never been hungry and without a paycheck will not sympathize.

Roy’s mother, Alzoa Bomgardner, made it her business to convince the prison authorities that
her son was a good egg and deserved an early exit from the penitentiary. This is where we get
a collection of reference letters going back through Roy’s extensive work history; remember he
became the family’s primary breadwinner at age 10. Alzoa went to her son’s previous
employers and asked each of them to mail a reference letter to the prison for their consideration.
So Roy was released from prison early in 1905. His grandfather in Fresno had promised to
employ him as a carpenter, and the prison didn’t want him anymore.

Once a drifter, always a rambler, Roy J Meyers was on the move from the time he was 6

months old till he was well past middle age. He didn’t stay long in Fresno after his release from
prison. He was assistant superintendent for a year at Humboldt Smelting Co. in Humboldt,
Yavapai County, Arizona. With his earnings he bought a limousine and for a year and a half he
was a chauffer in Los Angeles. He owned a garage for six months in L. A. then sold it. Roy saw
the United States in 1908, landing in New Orleans for a while in February, where he earned $45
a week as a chauffer for JW Thompson, contractor and builder. He passed through Chicago
and worked for a C C Moorehouse in New York City. Soon he was back on the west coast, in
Seattle, and used his earnings from back east to buy a car which he rented out.

For a short time he tried mining alone in Alaska but hated being alone in the wilderness and
went back to Seattle to rekindle his auto livery business. After a short time he went back to
Yavapai County, Arizona, where he met a worthless skunk named Davidson, and they sought
carpentry work together but when the pressure was on to buy groceries and the work
assignments weren’t coming, this Davidson pulled a check out of his pocket, asked Roy to
identify him at the bank, they split the $50 and went their separate ways. Roy said later that he
thought it was a good check.

PRISON AGAIN: WE SHOULD ALL BE SO LUCKY!

By January of 1909 Roy was back in New Orleans where he married Caroline T Weller in May.
Carrie was the daughter of Francis F Weller and Aubin Markham Hutchins. She had six sisters
and two brothers. Her father had grown up next door to the Vicks family of Vicksburg,
Mississippi. Carrie didn’t abandon Roy through the ordeal that was coming up, although it had a
bad effect on her health.

http://www.AirCarAccess.com 3-6



"
N

A .
e 3
[ L o
T " .L"_' -
/
;
4
-
Y -:.
1 - Z
. z
|.5| -
& ¢
1 .
L9 #
3 .
4 1 ?.1 Jé. - J 1 J
t7 " =
] . 1 &
\ .

Jerome
Meyers

=

£l lnventor




Air Car Hall of Fame by Scott Robertson Chapter 3 Roy Jerome Meyers 1879 - 1958

In New Orleans, Roy was a chauffer for Lawrence Farbacher for seven months, and by 1910 he
had his own garage where his skills as a mechanic came in handy but his naiveté devastated
him and he went broke giving his customers credit. From September till December he worked
as chief electrician at Roseville Sugar Refining Company in Abbeville, Vermilion County,
Louisiana.

On December 14, 1910, after a year and a half of marriage to a nice girl from a good southern
family—a year and a half which included two jobs and a bankrupted business attempt—some
men from Arizona showed up with paperwork giving them authority to take him to Arizona to
stand trial for the phony check that he had helped Davidson cash two years earlier. Having
been somewhat stabilized by getting married, this was a bad blow. Carrie sunk into a
depression in his absence and was having health problems when he finally got out three years
later; Roy was so upset by his past catching up with him that a brief visit to a mental institution
was necessary to get him calm enough to deal with prison life in the territorial prison in Florence,
Arizona Territory, near Phoenix. Arizona was not yet a state, and the territorial prison was not a
nice place to be. First he spent five months in the Yavapai County Jail awaiting trial. Davidson
was never caught.

Then Roy Jerome Meyers—which was his official name by then—became one of the luckiest
wanna-be inventors who was ever born when Arizona was made the 48" State of the United
States, and its first governor, George Wylie Pearle Hunt, turned out to be a liberal reformer who
was especially interested in prison reform. Out went the striped pajamas, prisoners were given
paying jobs outside the prison walls, and Roy became an interesting episode in the annals of
prison reform. What follows is from a 179-page file of correspondence from the Governor Hunt
archives in Arizona regarding the famous liberation of Roy J Meyers, the convict inventor, and
his incredible energy machine. His air car was still 20 years in the future!

When prison authorities learned that Roy was a mechanic and electrician, and because of his
mild-mannered and obedient nature, he was put in charge of the prison’s electrical plant. He
now had a workshop, a part-time job, no boss or employees or customers to distract him, and
he slipped naturally into his true calling. Upon arriving at the territorial prison he had
experienced a lot of depression and loneliness, and this wasn’t a reformed prison when he first
arrived. Arizona wasn’t even a state yet. He wasn'’t very sociable and spent a lot of time
thinking, and one day he was inspired by a lightning storm to start thinking about a way to
extract free electricity from the atmosphere. He got hooked on the idea and couldn’t stop
thinking about it. It only took him five weeks to theorize, design, and build a working model of
such a device, in secret, in his workshop. During this time he couldn’t sleep from the excitement
and lost 34 pounds.

Roy J Meyers was about 5 feet, 8-3/4 inches tall. He had a somewhat dark complexion and
light hair, and bluish gray eyes. A prominent nose and jaw. His eyesight wasn'’t very good; in
some of his photos he is shown wearing eyeglasses. They say he was partly deaf but it's
possible the problem was not his hearing but his ability to process and separate sounds from
each other. Many people who have a non-functional social center in their brain also have
problems comprehending facial expressions, body language, and information processing
problems such as not being able to separate the human voice from any background noise that
might be present. People like this tend to speak in a monotone, or speak too loud or too soft;
they are emotionally immature, they don’'t know how to act around people and can’t seem to
learn social behavior. They are obsessive and have special interests that possess them night
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and day; they are able to focus on some activity or idea to the point where other people would
have superficially grazed and nibbled, then gone off to something new. People like Roy are
caught up in rigid routines and can’t tell when someone is trying to make friends with them.
They can’t do two things at once. They are clumsy. The pattern is called “asperger syndrome”
these days, and in the past it was sometimes mistakenly called “schizoid affective disorder”. It's
now considered a form of autism, not mental illness. The ability to have a casual conversation
is nearly nonexistent; the aspergers person either relies on canned lines to get him through
each exhausting day of encounters with human beings, or retreats into his special interests
which he finds soothing and nurturing. People tend to assume he is aloof and preoccupied on
purpose, so reject any attempt on his part to join their clique as laughable or creepy. Several of
the inventors in this book qualify for this syndrome, which is not a mental illness but a brain
development issue. One description of aspergers from someone who “has it” is that the mind
never slows or shuts down, as if the brain is always galvanized with meaningless
electrochemical discharge which the person has to try to make sense of by developing endless
descriptions of the world, categorizing and listing everything, and theorizing about things that
other people take for granted. They feel that they are under attack from their own brain. Some
asperger people are savants, with inexplicable mental or artistic or mechanical abilities, but can’t
deal with small talk and don’t understand why anyone would want to. The stereotype of the
Little Professor who lectures on his favorite topic to the infinite boredom of his companions fits
the syndrome. It's the perfect brain configuration for an inventor who wants to develop a
revolutionary energy machine that no one will believe in.

On the day that Roy was ready to conduct his first test of the secret energy absorber, a prison
trustee who had been spying on him decided the time was right to turn him in for conducting
secret research in the prison’s electrical plant. This was a stroke of luck for Roy that changed
his life forever. The trustee couldn’t have reported him to a nicer, more helpful bunch of people!

He was all set to try his machine. It was set up to provide the spark for the gas engines that ran
the pumps. Before he could start the test, the prison warden and his dinner guests barged in
and told him to go ahead, they wanted to see the test. The machine worked! This is why | call
him a savant. No inventor except a savant like Tesla can go from imagination to machine in the
space of five weeks, not with a completely theoretical, experimental, unknown process. But it
worked, the pumps ran because Roy’s absorber provided the spark with electricity pulled out of
the atmosphere by some purposefully arranged metal plates on a small tower, and no moving
parts.

Dramatis Personae:
J J Sanders, the prison’s parole clerk. An idealistic prison reform advocate hand-picked
by Governor Hunt, J J was an intelligent man with an open mind, a visionary liberal but
tempered by a streak of pragmatism. | have part of a letter to the editor he wrote in 1910
when the imminent approach of Halley’s comet was creating general consternation. In a
carefully worded warning, J J suggests that anyone reading his letter might consider
taking shelter during the event, just in case there were any earthquakes.
R. B. Sims, the prison warden. A successful and popular Phoenix businessman hand
picked by Gov. Hunt. A very tall man, nicknamed “Big Bob”.
Governor Hunt, first governor of the state of Arizona, was elected seven times. His first
term began February 14, 1912. Besides prison reform, he supported reforms such as
women’s suffrage, organized labor, and compulsory education. He was 5 feet, 9 inches
tall and weighed almost 300 pounds. He was called “Old Walrus” because of his

http://www.AirCarAccess.com 3-9



Above: inventor

Roy J. Meyers
Above: prison reformer and his absorber
Kate Barnard
Below: parole clerk
Below: Gov. Hunt (left) J. J. Sanders
Warden R. B. Sims (right)

THECREATEST ENTERPRISE IN THE WORLD

FOR SPLENDOR.FOR EXTENT.IS THE UP-BUILD-

INCOF AMAN". € merson.




Air Car Hall of Fame by Scott Robertson Chapter 3 Roy Jerome Meyers 1879 - 1958

handlebar moustache. He was born in Huntsville, Missouri which had been named for
his grandfather, but the family fortune had been lost because of the Civil War.

Miss Kate Barnard was an outspoken prison reform advocate employed by the State of
Oklahoma and invited to help the new state of Arizona develop its programs. She was an
energetic, charismatic person.

Delvaille H Theard, 211 Camp St., Roy’s New Orleans patent attorney.

William Edgar Chenot, oily wheeler and dealer from Twin Falls, Idaho who followed Roy
to New Orleans and eventually died there.

Kate Barnard was a dinner guest of J J Sanders that fateful night. When she met Roy and
witnessed the dramatic and successful test of his free electricity machine, she went into
overdrive on Roy’s behalf. During her visit to Arizona she spent hours with Roy, validating his
obsessive talent and giving him advice both good and bad. The bad advice was to protect the
machine’s secret by dismantling it and destroying all his drawings and descriptions! The ever-
impressionable Roy was very impressed with Miss Barnard and did as she suggested.

Then she went before the state legislature and gave a long speech about Roy and his machine,
imploring the lawmakers to give him a month off on his own recognizance to go to Washington,
DC to apply for a patent on his device. She pulled a $50 dollar bill out of her pocket, putitin a
hat, and passed the hat. The state legislature not only gave Roy Meyers, convict, permission to
go to Washington unsupervised, but they paid for his jaunt out of their own pockets!

Roy felt like he had died and gone to heaven. From convict to celebrity, just like that. He left for
Washington on April 30, 1912 without a working model since he had dismantled it. The patent
office refused to believe his incredible claims so he scrounged the parts and made another
working model in his hotel room. Although he couldn’t finish it since it lacked a certain
magnetized plate, he was allowed to file his patent application. As far as | can find, the US
Patent Office does not record a patent for his device so they must have refused to grant it since
they believed it was a perpetual motion machine, however the British patent office gave him a
patent on it. He does have some US Patents on other, less controversial devices, for example
car brakes that run in oil and seldom have to be replaced, and an internal combustion engine,
as well as two patents on his air car.

With the patent application filed in Washington there was nothing to do but wait for a response,
so Roy headed toward Arizona by way of New Orleans where he paid a visit to his wife, finally
arriving back at the prison two days before the deadline.

When Governor Hunt had begun his first term as the first governor of the brand new State of
Arizona, Roy had already been in the Florence penitentiary for 9 months. Hunt had been in
office only two months when he allowed Roy Meyers to go on his field trip to Washington. This
was a huge risk to take at this critical point in his career, so naturally he was happy and relieved
when the inventor returned from a trouble-free trip.

Governor Hunt was so pleased that he gave Roy a job as the chauffer of the state automobile.
This assignment ended two months later when Governor Hunt found Roy a job as an electrician
at the Inspiration Copper Mine in Globe, Gila County, Arizona. In order to accept the position,
Roy was allowed to move to Globe and live in his own apartment. So in essence, the $50 that
Kate Barnard had put in that hat ended Roy’s time behind bars. He and the governor wrote
letters back and forth, and the governor received and answered many letters from people all
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over the world who had read about the convict inventor and wanted to know if the machine was
for real. Gov. Hunt told all the inquirers that, as far as he knew, the machine was for real and
suggested they contact the inventor directly for more information. Roy didn’t care for all the
attention from reporters and curiosity seekers, as it took time away from what he wanted to do.
Kate Barnard had helped to instill a sense of paranoia in him that people would try to steal the
idea.

Globe, Arizona was the governor’s own permanent home; the governor wasn't sending Roy off
to some remote frontier outpost to get lost. Governor Hunt had been a searcher too, as a young
man. He had run away from his family as a young man, and for the next three years they feared
he had been killed by Indians. One day he wandered into Globe with two burros, looking for
work. He took on every kind of work and became a successful businessman, then a politician in
the Territory, and finally the first governor of the State. By sending Roy to Globe, the governor
was not just giving him a job, he was welcoming him into his world. But Roy was Roy and he
didn’t stay long.

Roy was eager to leave the area and go back east to sell his invention, and asked permission to
do so, but Warden R. B. Sims said he needed to keep his job at least long enough to pay his
debt to the patent attorney in Washington DC. It wasn’t long before that was accomplished. A
traveling salesman from a wealthy family of Twin Falls, Idaho, William Edgar Chenot, had
written the governor a squeaky-sweet letter, praising the convict-inventor to the skies and
insisting that his technology had to be developed to save the world from energy monopolies.
Roy and Chenot connected, and Roy was given permission to go to Baltimore, where they lived
in rooms at the Hotel Altamont, joined by Carrie Meyers who took care of Roy, tried to get him to
sleep, gradually recovered from her iliness, and didn’t like Chenot who was meddlesome,
suspicious, and bossy. Roy had just rejoined his wife after three years apart and their idea of a
good time was to talk about that Southern California bungalow they dreamed of owning
someday. Chenot was not interested in their future together, as we shall see.

Although he had presented himself as a philanthropist in the beginning, and even wrote an
article about Roy’s life based on interviews with the inventor and his wife, Chenot turned out to
be a wolf in sheep’s clothing. He had started out by purchasing Roy’s German rights to the
invention for $4000, but then suffered from a lack of belief in the invention and wrote the
governor a paranoid letter demanding to know whether or not he had been hoodwinked. The
governor wrote him back and told him to calm down and give Roy time to finish his working
model. Soon the model was tested on the roof of the Home Bank Building in Baltimore, with
patent attorneys present, and was even more successful than prior tests.

Now that Chenot was impressed with the machine, he began trying to muscle Roy out and take
over control of everything. Roy was chafed by this, as Chenot had only paid for the German
rights plus his time and trouble of living in Baltimore where his presence was not wanted
anyway, since he could do nothing but complain and make trouble. Roy experienced a fit of
paranoia and was at the end of his rope, then the machine was vandalized. Chenot accused
Roy of sabotaging the operation and was extremely irate when Roy kept refusing to give him
exact building instructions and complete theoretical information for the machine. The whole
relationship fell apart with a big squawk. Roy and Carrie ended up going back to New Orleans
to get away from Chenot. Chenot followed him and ended up living in New Orleans
permanently.
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Two months after Roy took his operation to New Orleans, saying he’d be better off in a place
where he knew people instead of a strange city, Governor Hunt officially commuted his
sentence. Gov. Hunt was receiving hostile letters from Chenot threatening legal action. Letters
between the governor and parole officer J J Sanders show that both of the Arizona men felt that
Chenot was an obnoxious nuisance. J J Sanders said that investors like Chenot, who buy into a
promised miracle hoping to somehow gain control of the whole shebang for a small initial
investment, are at fault for the rotten results, even if the inventor turns out to be crooked and/or
deluded. The Arizona men still had no doubt that Roy’s machine was for real, and kept sending
their best regards in reply to Roy’s letters, but J J Sanders in particular told Roy he was making
a mistake to try and use publicity to attract financial assistance. He told Roy to stand on his own
resources and get the machine completely finished before accepting any investors. Not
following this advice got Roy in trouble several times before he finally learned his lesson.

Chenot went out of his way to try and destroy Roy’s ability to carry on with his project, and once
again Roy was arrested, this time | don’'t have the details except for what Chenot claimed that
Roy’s patent attorney had said about it. | don’t think anything but bad publicity and maybe the
end of the project came of the arrest, and there were at least two other big investors. One was
in England and wrote the Governor that he trusted Roy Meyers completely and sent money
without even seeing the device. The other was a wealthy American, Martin Van Heuvel of
Mobile, Alabama, who had heard about the arrest in New Orleans and rushed that direction to
try and recover his investment. Because of the New Orleans arrest, whether or not Roy was
convicted of anything, the press voted against the convict inventor and until he invented his air
car in the late 1920s the press lost interest in him.

Governor Hunt must have washed his hands of it when it got messy, since the correspondence
file stops abruptly, shortly after Roy’s patent attorney in New Orleans bailed out because of
rumors of fraud which he got from the morning paper. The attorney didn’t speak to Roy first, he
just wired Chenot that he wanted to open his files for the police, the governor, or anyone, and
would have nothing more to do with Meyers. | don’t think much of an attorney who offers to
open confidential client files without a court order. Chenot passed the attorney’s purported
words on to the governor in a telegram. The governor informed Chenot that Roy had been
given his freedom and his affairs were no longer a concern of the State of Arizona. Governor
Hunt throughout had shown a strong ability to say the right thing at the right time and always
stay positive and diplomatic and professionally uninvolved, but even he could not hide his
disdain for Chenot. The last letter on file from Gov. Hunt to Roy Meyers was still warm and
friendly. He expressed the hope that Meyers wasn’t in as much trouble as news accounts made
it sound. | am still in search of these news accounts.

The problem in New Orleans was the worst thing that ever happened to Roy’s reputation, and
might have caused him to drop the whole invention as more trouble than it was worth, or the
court might have even granted ownership of the invention to his investors. But | don’t think they
could have gotten Roy’s design secrets out of him without torturing him.

The reason his patent attorney threw in the towel and probably the reason Governor Hunt
stopped keeping a file of correspondence with Roy is that apparently, at least according to the
only news report I've been able to find, and as hinted at by a telegram send by Chenot to the
governor in which he is supposedly quoting the patent attorney, Roy did something very stupid.
| haven’'t completed researching this event so | don’t know Roy’s side of the story, but Chenot
told the governor that the patent attorney had said that he read in the morning paper that Roy
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had been caught staging a fake robbery to try and collect on an insurance policy in order to
finance the development of his invention. Chenot knew the machine worked, he’d seen the
process of procuring parts and assembling them, and he was there when it was tested. That’s
why he was so interested in becoming the owner of it. He also claimed that the German rights
Roy had sold him didn’t exist; that the patent had been filed but had not actually been granted.

While it is probable that Roy Meyers was not an easy person to squeeze secrets out of, | take
the position that Chenot was a shark who literally hoped Roy was such a naive amateur that he
would give Chenot an excuse to steal the invention for the $4000 he had invested init. The
reason | say this is the degree of gleeful cackling his letters display as he purposefully set out to
wrest control of the device’s ownership from its creator. It was the letters that Chenot himself
wrote to the governor that made Gov. Hunt dislike him.

The file | have from the Governor Hunt archives should be required reading for all new energy
inventors, but | don’t want to get started quoting from it, as it's too good and | wouldn’t know
where to stop. It keeps getting better and better and the climax is comprised of some rousing
missives from parole clerk Sanders, which were too good to leave out of this book (see the
images at the end of the chapter).

ROY J MEYERS, INVENTOR

| have no idea what became of the absorber project; whether Roy sold it, lost it in court, gave it
up, or tinkered with it the rest of his life, quietly. Despite his arrest record, | don’t believe that
Roy fits the profile of a con man. Swindlers are conscienceless individuals who lack real human
emotion and collect victims like normal people collect friends and associates. Swindlers are
sociopaths who have a shiny charisma, a seductive allure that leaves wounded people in its
wake. Roy didn't like to smile, it hurt his face. | don’t think he had a lot of charisma, and he was
not forceful but passive. He lived in an internal world of thought and invention, and didn’t care
about making an impression on people to get any particular result. He often showed bad
judgment but he was not evil.

In 1914, Roy was granted UK Patent 1098, "Improvements in and relating to Apparatus for
Producing Electricity" for his mysterious absorber which is still ahead of its time. Discussions
about its means of function are online, starting with Rex Research.

The next year, Roy and Carrie had a daughter, Dorothy S Meyers. | don’'t know anything about
her and | don’t know if there were any more children. A woman her age, named Dorothy S
Meyers, died in New Orleans in 2007. If that was her, and if she had no siblings, then Roy
Meyers probably has no living descendants. I'd like to learn otherwise, but it’s likely that if a box
of files, photos, and notes exists somewhere, it's in an attic somewhere and nobody remembers
what it is. More likely, such a box doesn’t actually exist.

Roy’s stepfather John A Bomgardner had been a farmer and stock rancher and then spent time
in the hospital for disabled soldiers in 1895 in Fresno. A few years later he and Alzoa Smith got
married. He was too old to start over in farming so he worked as a postal clerk and janitor. His
son was a printer who moved to Los Angeles where he became a successful building
contractor. At some point his son changed his name to Robert Stafford Gardner.

In 1908 John A Bomgardner died of an intestinal obstruction at the home for disabled soldiers in
Sawtelle, California near Malibu. Alzoa lived in Malibu to help care for him, then took his body
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British Patent
N° 1098

Date of Application, 14th Jan,;'w?,s-ﬂcueqted, 14th Jan., 1914

Improvements in and relating to Apparatus for Producing

COMPLETE SPECIFICATION.

Electricity.

I, Roy Jeromr MEevers, of llotel Altamont, Baltimore, in the State of Mary-
land, United Stites of America, Electrician, do hereby declare the nature of

this invention and in what manuner the same is to be

performed, to be particu-

lurly described and ascertained in and by the following statement: —-

5 This invention relates to improvements in apparatus for the production of
electrical currents, and the primary object in view is the production of a com-
mercially serviceable electrical current without the employment of mechanical

or chemical action.

To this end the invention comprises means for producing

what I believe to be dynamic electricity from the earth and its ambient elements.

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.
FLUID-PRESSURE GENERATOR.

1,608,802

Nov. 30, 1926.

ROY J. MEYERS, OF SHERMAN, AND FRITZ G. HIEBERT,
OF LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA,

10

15

b=
=T}

This invention relates to an apparatus for
generating fluid pressure for use in operat-
ing fluid pressure actuated mechanisms, and
particularly pertains to a device for devel-
oping air pressure.

An object of the invention is to provide
an apparatus in which compressed air may
be subjected to the action of heat in a heat-
ing chamber to effect expansion thereof and
thereby increase its pressure, and to pro-
vide a means for automatically feeding the
compressed air to the heating chamber to
disp{)nca air drawn from the chamber so as
to maintain a suggly of compressed air in
the heating chamber,

Another object is to provide an automatic
mechanism for varying the heating effect of
a series of electrical heating elements in a
combined heating and expansion chamber
operable by variations of pressure in the
chamber.

A further object is to provide a means
whereby air under pressure in a reservoir
may be inducted into a heating and expan-
sion chamber containing air at a pressure
exaatdingb that of the compressed air and
operable by effecting reduction of pressure
in the heating and expansion chamber.

I reerifors:;

Loy J. Meyers
g fritc 6. Hreherd



UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.
1654893 COMPRESSOR. Jan. 3, 1928.

ROY J. MEYERS AND FRITZ G. HIEBERT,
OF LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA

This-invention relates to a'compressor-and
particularly pertains to improvements in-the
type of compressors especially adapted for
use in’ compressing air and other gases- and

5 of the character embodying a plurality of
radially disposed cylinders with reciprocal
pistons ‘therein actuated by an eccentric.

1.477.710 Dec. 18, 1923.
MEANS AND METHOD IOR OPERATING CCMBUSTION ENGINES

FROM GAS DERIVED FROM CALCIUM CARBIDE.
ROY J. MEYERS, OF LONG BEACH, CALIFORNIA,

ASSIGNOR TO INTERNATIONAL GAS, POWER AND APPLIANCE COMPANY,
OF LONG BEACH, CALIFORNIA, A CORPCRATION OF ARIZONA.

1,550,833 VEHICLE BRAIKE.  Aus 25 1925
ROY J. MEYERS, OF HOLLYWOQOD, CALIFORNIA.

2,835,491 MERRY-GO-ROUND May 20, 1958
Roy J. Meyers, North Sacramento, Calif.

I have com-
bined in a single piece of equipment the features of a INVENTOR

merry-go-round and of a teeter-totter oy J. MEYERS
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back to Fresno for burial. She was proud that her father, both her husbands, and two uncles
had been civil war veterans, and was a card carrying member of the G.A.R. The Grand Army of
the Republic was a fraternal organization for veterans of the Union Army who had served in the
Civil War. She applied to the federal government for a pension because of Bomgardner’'s war
service, and worked as a nurse until at least the age 65. When she reached retirement age she
moved in with Roy who was living near the northern California coast with his wife and daughter
in Fortuna, Humboldt County, California. Alzoa was living in Humboldt County when she died at
the age of 91. Roy was working as a garage mechanic there in 1920 when his mother lived with
him and his family, but within a few years he returned to Southern California where he and his
family lived for many years. Even then he kept moving from house to house. He must have
been a very restless person. He registered to vote every two years, usually as a Republican.
Carrie always registered Democrat.

In 1923 Roy was living in Long Beach when he obtained US Patent 1,477,710, "Means &
Method for Operating Combustion Engines from Gas derived from Calcium Carbide".

In 1925 he was living in Hollywood when he obtained US Patent 1,550,833, "Vehicle Brake".
This was for an oil-cooled brake that did not have to be frequently replaced.

In 1926 he was living at 9052 Harland Avenue, Sherman, Los Angeles County when he
received the first patent for his air car, US Patent 1,608,802, "Fluid-Pressure Generator". Also
that year he received US Patent 1,618,602, "Internal-Combustion Engine" with Morris
Schlosberg of Los Angeles. They had filed the patent in 1925 when Roy was living in
Hollywood.

In 1927 he was living in Los Angeles when he received US Patent 1,654,893, "Compressor"
which was part of his air car design.

In 1928 he was living at 7768 Santa Monica Boulevard, Los Angeles when he obtained UK
Patent 266712, "Fluid Pressure Generator", his British patent for the air car.

In 1930 he was living at 956 S Harvard Boulevard, Los Angeles, and working as a general
mechanic.

In 1934 he made an exception and registered as a Democrat. At that time he was living at 116
% South Vendome Street, Los Angeles.

In 1942 he was 62 years old but still required to register for the draft because of the world war.
He printed and signed his name “Roy Jrome Meyers” on the registration card. By then he was
back in northern California, living at 425 North Street, Healdsburg, Sonoma County, just north of
San Francisco. He had given up his beloved southern California, possibly to be closer to his
mother who was 90 years old. When she died in 1943 they were all living in Fortuna again near
the coast.

Roy & family didn’t return to southern California, instead settling in North Sacramento where he

lived the rest of his life, working as a machinist. Maybe his ceaseless wandering ceased; he is
found living at 319 Oakmont in both 1944 and 1946!
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Back in the latter half of the 1920s when he lived in the Los Angeles area, Roy had started his
air car project with a policeman named Fritz Goertz Hiebert. They were partners on the air car
patents. Fritz was active in the earlier years of the project but things were rough at first and
negative publicity at that time might have induced him to back out of his involvement or else stay
in silently so his career wouldn’t be affected. Newspaper accounts of the project’s rocky first
incarnation said he was an ex-policeman, but the trouble must have been another false arrest
caused by impatient investors who wanted instant results, like what happened in New Orleans
15 years earlier. Later voters registrations reported that Fritz was on the police force, so the
1928 charge of fraud must not have been taken seriously by the court, or Fritz would have had
to change careers. But Roy learned to stop using the term “perpetual motion”, and when his
successful air cars finally appeared in the newspapers and magazines in 1931 and 1932, he
claimed only that, once perfected, they would go 500 to 1000 miles on one fill-up of low
pressure air. After so much trouble from disgruntled investors, even if the car never ran out of
air he would probably be afraid to say so.

Fritz Hiebert was from a large family that settled in Kansas when the parents, who were
German, immigrated from Russia. In those days, whole communities would migrate together
from place to place, and Hiebert’'s parents had originally come to Russia in such a migration
from Germany, and finally ended up in Kansas in a community of German speaking immigrants
from Russia. Fritz was nearly 20 years younger than Roy Meyers. His parents were farmers in
Kansas and Oklahoma after they immigrated to the US in 1874.

Roy blamed the flop of his first air car on the engine’s being undersized, and went back to the
drawing board. In October 1931, his second engine was demonstrated privately to engineers in
a 35 mph test run from Los Angeles to Bakersfield on one fill-up of air. The resulting newspaper
articles were published all over the country by reporters who had obviously been impressed with
what they’d seen. He had learned a lot over the years, the hard way. Modern Mechanix
published an article with photos of Meyers in hat and tie showing off his air car to businessmen
in Los Angeles.

In spring 1932, Roy Meyers again hit the press with his third air engine and increased his
estimate of its ultimate driving range from 500 miles up to 1000 miles per fill-up of air. There is
a possibility that he and his car were a subject of a Universal NewsReel at this time, but |
haven't found the details on that yet. An article appeared in Popular Science, and...that’s all
folks! Why did Roy Meyers suddenly drop out of the public eye? No more patents until 25
years later when he was on his death bed. No more articles in newspapers or magazines. He
lived a quiet life with his wife and daughter, worked in machine shops, and brought home the
bacon.

Or did he sell the air car patents, retire, and work in machine shops for fun?
On May 20, 1958, two years after filing a patent in Washington, DC, unknown 79-year-old North
Sacramento inventor, electrician, mechanic, and machinist Roy J Meyers was granted his last

patent. It was for a children’s playground toy, a merry-go-round that was powered by a teeter-
totter. He had been dead for two weeks.
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Los Angeles Times, September 9, 1928, p. B12

TWO ARRESTED
IN PROMOTION

it e it —————

Investors in Invention Malc
Complaint to Police

Er— el — g

Perpetual Motion Discovery
Neglects to Move

Thousands of Dollars Said to
be Involved

Investment of thousands of dol-
lars ‘'by Los Angeles business men
and women In a so-called perpetual
motion machine obtaining its mo-
tive power from hot air, and which
engaged the serfous attentlion of, lo-
cal . sclentlists, was revealed yesfer-
day when Detectlve Licutenants
Sears and Moug of the police bunko
detall filed thelr reports on the ar-

rests of Roy Jerome Meyers, 49
years of age, of 4703 Orlon avenue,
and Fritz Helbert, 20, 7768 Santa
Monlca Boulevard, said to be the
inventors of the contrivance,
Meyers and Helbert, the latter an
ex-police officer, according to re-
ports, were taken into custody at
the District Attorney's office last
Thursday. - Complaints charging
them with flve counts of grand theft
were issued by Dep. Dlist.-Atty. Mc-
Kay and they were taken directly
before Municlpal Judge Gibbs and
arraigned. Meyers was released on
$5000 bail, McKay stated, and Hel-

Los Angeles Times
October’ 4, 1928, P. A2

PERPETUAL MOTION
HEARING DATE FIXED

Preliminary hearing of Roy  J.

bert, on recommendation of the dep-
uty District Attorney, was released
on his own recognizance in order
that he might have a number of
creditable local englneers inspect
the machine.

FIVE NAMED

While it was stated that more
than twenty local citizens invested
thousands of dollars in the develep-
ment of the machine, the following
flve persons’ names were contained
on the complaints as, having been
victimized; Ruth C. Fale, $500;
Herndon J. Morris, $300; C. B. Crist,
51250, and Olive Redmond, $250.

In addition to these complaints
police stated that Crist and S. R.
Orfutt of 3030 Hollycrest Drive gave
Meyers and Helbert $4500 {or the
purchase of plans and specifications
for the construction of the appa-
ratus, Crist and Orfutt then em-
ployed an engineer, Robert Gonsett
of 902.South Cloverdale avenue, to
construct one of the machines ac-
cording to these plans, police stat-
ed. When it was completed 1€ did
not work, they complained,

- LACKS POWER

According to McKay, the ma-
chine as consfructed by Meyers and
Helbert and put on display in their
so-called laboratory at 7768 Santa
Monica Boulevard would work for
a short time, but was entirely in-
capable of producing power. The
prineciple upon which if was sup-
posed to work, according to McKay,
was that cool alr was caused to pass
over heated coils and the hot alir.
expanding in specially constructed
chambers, produced the power to
run the machine.

Meyers and Helbert 1re scheduled
for preliminary hearing on the 18th
inst.

Dakland Tribune OCTOBER 15, 1931 20

Compressed Air Drives Auto

ROY L MEYERS, [ 0s Angeles inventor, §s shown kere with the
auntomobile 10 whsch he wres compressed air as “Tuel” for the miclor.
He believes that the lca will be part:cufarly valvable for aueraft,
Secsening fue danyer and chminating weghiy gasoline tanks

Left, above and below: This is what happens when you try to build a
'perpetual motion machine" with someone else's money.

Above: Roy has learned his lesson and no longer promises

to break the laws of thermodynamics. He drove this car from

Los Angeles to Bakersfield, about 100 miles, on a single fill-up.

He believed that when perfected the range per fill-up would be 500 miles.

Meyers and Fritz Heibert on charg-
¢s of grand theft in connection with

their so-called perpetuanl-motion
machine, was postponed yesterday
by Municipal Judge Baird until
November 5, next, on stipulation of
counsel. Meyers and Helbert are
charged by Dep. Dist.-Atty. Kearney
with obtaining thousands of dollars
from L.os Angeles business men to
develop thelir invention.

Next page, above: another article about his second air car,
the one with a radial engine.

Next page, below: Roy's last known air car project. He has given up
the radial engine and now claims that when perfected,

his car can go 1000 miles per fill-up. He drove the car from Los Angeles
to San Francisco and back at a cost of $1.25.



No paxcer faces Roy ].
Meyers, California inventor,
of running out of gas, for
the remarkable automobile
he has invented doesn’t use
any. It runs on compressed
air. Devoid of such working
parts as a carburetor or ig-
nition or cooling system to
harass the motorist, its ma-
chinery is attractively
simple. Four tanks at the
rear hold the air, compressed
to a pressure of 500 pounds
to the square inch. When
the driver opens the throttle, air flows into the
six cylinders of the motor, operating pistons in
much the same manner as a gasoline engine. In
a demonstration at Los Angeles a few weeks ago,
the compressed-air car showed itself capable of
thirty-five-mile speed. Now Meyers is planning
to put his strange vehicle on the market. Should
his plans prove successful, compressed-air dis-
pensing stations equipped with special apparatus
capable of supplying air at a higher pressure
than that of ordinary tire pumps may spring up
beside filling stations along the highways.

Roy J. Meyers,
California in-
ventor, in car
which, driven
by compressed
air, uses no gas

Popular Science Monthly ~ July 1932 page 49

New Compressed Air Auto Powered with Vertical Engine

Above,
ing the
apparat

o el el A i .. el o iy F Lt

Rov J. Mevers, California inventor who  an improved model of his unusual vehicle
a few months ago exhibited a car driven using a vertical instead of a rotary engine.
by compressed air instead of gasoline In front of the new car’s radiator, a flaring
(P.S.M., Jan. '32, p. 60), has now perfected housing gives the machine a distinctive

new modsl of compressad air automobile show-
flaring housing that holds electric reheating
us, At left, vertical motor that replaces rotary

appearance. It accommodates electric ap-
paratus that reheats the air from the
motor’s exhaust, so that it expands and
may be used once more.



In October 1931, Roy Meyers' air car
was news all over the U.S.A.
Left: typical Associated Press story
Right: typical United Press story
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COMPRESSED AIR IS
USED TO RUN AUTO

Car Travels at 35 Mileg Per
Hour: Inventor Predicts
Faster Speeds

Los Angeles, Oct, 13—(.P)—
Roy J. Meyers, inventor, predicts
motorists scon may refill their
;.lunlm with alr Instead of gaso-

ne.

Meyers yesterday demonstrated
an automoblle with a six-cylinder
radial type englne, minus the
usual carburetor and ignition and
cooling systems, but ulpped
with & compressed alr lanike filled
to 500 pounds pressure,

He pulled a lever and the car
plcked up speed quickly and
smoothly, with a slight hiss of alr
from the e¢xhaust wvalves. The
motor was geared so the maxi-
mum speed reached was 35 miles
per hour, but Meyers zaid that,
with a gear shift and a higher
powered engine, speeds cqual to
or higher than those of gasoline
driven cars may be atlained.

As the air goes through the en-

ine, forcing pistons up and
own, much of it Is recaplured
and recompressed, Meyera sald,
The cooled air returns to the
pressure tank, which is heated by
clectricity from batteries and o
gencrator.

This heating, he explained, ex-
pands the air In the tank, increas.
ing the pressure. He did nol
make clear how many pounds of
alr would be required per mile.

R T
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Ic ompressed Air

[ Used as “Fuel”
| To Propel Auto
¥

DR
Dy Unlted Press

| Los ANGELES, Oct. 13.—Roy J.
Meyers, Inventor, drove about Los
Angeles today In an sutomoblle pro-
.pelled by air instead of gnsoling, '
| After slx vears of research work
Meyers proved to a skeptical group of
iengincers that his scheme wus pracs
'tical by driving his automoblle more
than lé}ﬂ lr:ulea on ona tanktul of com=-

ressed alr.

P A &lx-cylinder radinl type engine
"mounted In the placo of the usuul'
‘gasoline gaotor, connected with o tank.
contalning 600 pounds of alr, ftur-’
nished the motive power, i
| The air gocs rnugh the motor,|
'foreing pistons up and down in the
same manner a8 & gasoline engine,!
Much of the air Is recaptured angd re-|
compressed by & motor oitachment.,

To clrcumvent the cooling of tho
air by decompression, the tank is
hented electrically by a generator, also!
attached to the motor, The heating,
Meyers polnted out, oxpands the alr
nmf thus luerenses the power,

The car 18 without genrs, belng
operated only by the opening and clos-|
ing of o wvalve, Although It wpg
genred down Lo o moximum of 36
milea an hour today, It cnn develop
much greater speeds. he sald.

Meyors hopes to devolop an alrplane
motor on the seme principles. The
gafely foctor would Incrense with the
uﬂt of gasoline obvlated, he ]‘Julntﬂd*
out,
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COMPRESSED

AIR MAY BE

FUTURE FUEL OF AUTOS

LOAST TRYOUT
3 SUCGESSHL

Inventor States It Is
as Yet Only Ex-

perimental.
Los Angeles, Cal, Oct. 13, (&1
the plans of s Los Angeles inventor

are fulfidled, motorisis of the fujure
ruay use alr (g flil ihelr fuel tanks
Instead of gasolineg,

Roy J. Mevers, wha has  experi-

mented with air devices for two dec-
arles, has tested suceessfully an suta-
moblle that Mins on compressed slr.

The machine iraveled pb 35 mlles
ann hour, but 1t probebly eould out-
speed most pasoline automnobiles i
the gear ratlo were mare powerful,
Mevars szid. “A 1ank with s capacity
of 200 peunds alr pressure drove tle
mbchine 150 relies, from Los Angeles
to Bakerstield, Cil.

Thne fuel consumption averages
sbout 10 pounds for every 1.3 rmnlles
traveled and leakage «of nfr 15 hut 10
per ¢ent on gach 106 poundgs,

The experimental auiomoblle, yot
pome tlme away front the siage of
praclical uze, glves the lmpreszlon {0

SAN ANTONIO EXPRES

the driver of pliding over {he high-
way. The onrlv npise Is the hiss nf
air escaping fromn exhoeust valves.

The nutomobiie, demonsirated be-
fore mewsoapeT men and the backers
af B company, Tormed to finanee the
invention, hes ean unususl appear-
ance, The canventiooal in-line de-
sign of cylinders ks pbandoned for the
airplane type of a radial engine with
glx sylinders pnd is mounted in an
upelght posiilon on the front of &
sthndard chasls, T§ bas netther 1gnl-
tior, carburetor nor cosling sivstam.

By & single lever, the nip throtile,
the driver feeds alr inta the ¢ylingers,
forcing the pistons up aed down and
& device io recapifure fhe spent elr
and compress ik ahew has been des
veioped, The fael tenk is heated By
& hatlery, expanding the zlr and
douirling {hé power.

It 15 the {hird eutomahile af this
design that Meyers hes oullt, He be-
gan origioelly with the {des of de-
Teloping such an engine for alrplanes
but hie deeided that for fhe sake of
safety he would canfine the work io
an automobile engine mmd he has
keen engaged in the experimants for
10 years, Prior to that he developed

scvpral oir devices, inchuding en nir

eompresced nutcmohbile brake.

Eveniually, he belleres the enzine
will be developed for mirplanes, ene
abling them to fl¥ great  distancas
with little fuel welight arnd eliminat-
ine the hazard of fire in the event nf
a m[ahap

But much werk remeins to be done,
Meyers sald, "Ib's 5113 experimantal”
he said, "and Y wilsh T knew myself
when 1t can be put Into penerel ixe.”

16

S  DECEMBER 4, 1931.

STRANGE AS IT SEEMS

wis miented by Foy J M fgff’ﬂs

COMPRESSED L)
AR ...

4 . -—.

e
8 MrQlore Newspeper Syodiats

-im -l Bg]uhnﬁﬁfx{f

Ay AUTOMOBILE THAT
RUNG WITHOUT FUEL |

Pl st

- r

[ This Car Runs By Azr, Not Gas

q-' u'mi ik o k-l-ln. LY '-"M
ﬁmwm AR AR AT @Hmmm: .,.ﬁ,:,.l.,;'::*'f',.,. e e A TR R
o ! 1] TR o . h .-
- y n ey By L i

SRR AN, mehic -J'.-. & .r.--u. e TP R L LR NI Ln N SN [ U NTLY, v JUNpy T ST
.' ‘._ '. " l LI L e T Tl ="
- Ya

i
_____

rrrrr

O
bl

.......
.........
........

X !

= k

v
---------
llllll

......

f»_;:w?

by L
L

.II ‘-. .‘
4

—r ey — - mp—p—p—
a
R ; = Y R Y . . P P
ot L L N B <'s PN e B, ® -
ol e = = L o e N o L R, = - -
A :_ = l_':_-_- - \ 2 e e T = n ol L -, o
‘. L] L .‘II -I .I K, l_ Ly : ), 1 1 A I_I.I_ L L] u I_I s g 1 L]
P M ) Ty :
x & . . X i _|: - “_l._ . S
1T . "

|||||||

Something new in the Wa:vr o.f
automative fuel—compressed air
|—has been successiully vsed at
|kos Angeles by Roy J. Myers
linvemtor, in driving an auto 35
miles per hour. Above, rear view
1of car, showing compressed air

-

f“fgel” tanks. Right, the air
motor.
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Hy L, Mpver's new automobiie
rin by

pounds

' the only

| operate,

hour, bu: Mevers says that (& cah be

made ta go much faster. He ¢iaimns 10
'get 600 miles on one filling <«f nir,
'which 15 coatainred in tanks placed In
the tear. The campressed air expands
]m the cylloders. foreing the plstons un

hom Xk dinery molors,

Anv repder wanting further prool of
anvthing deplcicd here should address
[ the author, care ¢f thiz paper, and en-
close & stamped and sclf-addresscd en-

i velope for reniy, OHN HIX,

s |
500

i<
ever that the driver has 0
The cap travels 39 mlles per

compressed  air. under
pressure. An alr throtile

unci down ns hau ¢xploslons do in or- |

— ¥ ]

=Acme-P. & A. Pholo

Compressed Air Runs Car

Roy J. Meyers (at the left) has devised an automo.
bile propelled by air Instead of gasoline, operating
without gears being run only by the opening or closing
of a valve. The air, forced into the six cylinder radial
type engine, forces the pistons up and down, much
of the air being recaptured and recompressed, Meyers

proved his car in Los Angeles, when he drove 100 miles
on one tankful of compressed air, A generator heats
the recompressed alr, expanding it and increasing the
power of the engine. Left to right (above) with tha
compressed alr car are Roy Meyers, the inventor,
R. D. McCormack, and Nick D. Harris,

e — =, -
1
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VERY WELL ON
Alls TANKS

By DAN THOMAS
LOS ANG'CLEE Oc¢t 31 —(NEA )=

Alrplanes fisding the Atlantie with
only a singia tank of compressed air
as the Iuel lload . ., . automob!les bhe-

'lng drizen flor days at B tlmme with-
out refueling

| These are two possibllitles which
Roy J Mey ers promnlses with the uge
'nl a comprersed alr motor he has per-
fected after slx vears of intensive
|worx He Iaad the motor running an
iautomcblle ihrough the streets of Los

Lhngeleq recemtly and was well satis-
fled with ita operatlon

Three farsiors glve this comprersed
air motor adyantages over pgasoline
lenp'nes Mevers clalms They cre
1—low (a3t of manufacturing
2—Law ¢ost of cperation

T—2Lirer traveling radius on Ghe
fueling
SATALL AYD POWLRFUL

) Tle motor resembles a radial sir-
‘nlanz ecngpne in appearanca, and s
Ehnli’ the = & of the ordinery two hut-
1¢1ed horcepower garoline motor, he-
ing Taity-two Inchea in diamever,
(fotrtern hiches in width and welgh-
ine only 114 pounds Desplte L8
"emall olzen, however, it develops 182
'niscpowen at 2400 rpm

I'le catr In whieh Meyers has In-
stailed h-& motor Pas attalned a speed
¢l thirty~five miles an hour With
the propar gearlng. says Meyers, this
| s«1im¢ motonr will drive a car more than
vone hundired miles an hour

And 1. w:ll trevel more than five
nardred milles without refilling the
compresied alr tank, he adds
All, 18 put into ithe tank from an
crdinary .ompressed air chamber at a
presgure «of one hundied pounds By
‘'mcans o an electric heater operated
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AIR ENGINE MAY REDUCE DANGER, COST OF FLYING
AND MOTORING—ADNR gutomohbhile run by combressed atr, shown
at top, with Roy J. Meyers of Los Angeles, its inventar, in Jower
photo beside the unique engine.

bv oattiyries and & penerator, the air
thern Is breated until it attains a pres-
slwe of ‘two hundred pounds
RICOVIIRS MOST OF LSED AR

‘ As the warm air goes through the
‘englne valves and 18 cooled if 18 re-
| covered and drawn into a Compless-
ing chrenmber whero it |5 heated and
aceln forced into the maln tank ~ In
Ithﬂs WAT' nine-tenths of the alr used
[or opeating the motor I1s used again.
' "Ar far as 1 know yny motor is the
| stmplesit ever constructed.” Mevers
| SRS ‘It has only thirteen mnin
b oTKIN ¢ parts and 1 have no worrles
as to overheating, carburstor trouble
lor lgnltion The motor operates with
| & sipple lever =hilen contrals the
amounit of air receased Into the cvlin-
(107 -

'] Ewiere this motor wall revolu-
tlonilrz2 {lying as 1t wlll eliminate the
nececst y Tor carry heavy Ioads of
fucl and de away with manv of the
dange s ns well One of the princinal

angers of flylng today Is flre and
with my molor there !s nothing to
cause A flire
COST EXSREMELY LOW

"N 11 there any danger of an ex-
ploslcm sinece we carry only two hun-
L dred podrds of alr pressure and toe
tank i3 constructed {0 withstand &

press'ere of five huncdred pounds
i ‘A Tactary turning out these motors
n & fair guantity could build them
107 DOt over 75 each, much lees Thall
1t costs to bulld a gascline motor of
'the rarge power today
. YAm for the cost ¢f operation, I don’™t
ever; like to talg about that, 1t I8 A0
neglhgible ©One tank of compressed
RiT, whlck will Tun the car more than
five bundred milea, conts me 1en
Cen'm

" Mhe oaly real cost of running a
car egquipped with this motor, would
he Feor {lres '

LYl



Los Angeles Times, October 13, 1931, p. A1-2
Engine and Tires Use Same Spigot
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[Wide World photol
Her Auto “Air-Minded”

All that Alice Doll has to do when she starts out 10or 2 morning drive 18
to go into a service station and fill the car’s tank with air. The new
compressed-air engine is shown mounted in the chasis of the car in

the foreground.

COMPRESSED AIR RUNS CAR

Auto Engine Refills Compression Tank as Machine
Speeds Here Without Cost for Fuel

Compressed air as motive power for the automobile is harnessed. In
an amazing demonstration conducted in secrecy here a standard automo-
bile chasis, powered by a newly developed compressed-air motor, whizzed
around the citv streets at not one cent cost to the driver. for fuel

Those who ohserved the Deriorm-
ance of the startling. advancement
in motive power pointed out that its

perfection means the possibility of

driving a car with tires as the only
item of upkeep.

The engine is the result of siX
vears of research and work by ROY
J. Meyers, local inventor. He pro-
duced a smaller engine ihree years
ago, but for the past year has de-
voted his entire time to perfecting
the Iarger six-cylinder radial type
engine tested yesterday.

LIKE PLANE MOTOR

Resembling in general appearande
a radial airplane motor the engine
is mounted in an upright position
in the same location as that of a
gasoline engine in a standard mo-
tor car.

But it requires no cooling system,
no ignition system, no carburetor or
the hundreds of moving parts in-
cluded in a gasoline motor.

The driver operates one
That is the air throttle.

Before starting a compressed-air
tank is filled to about 500 pounds
pressure. 'The engine throttle 1is
opened and the car picks up speed
quickly and smoothly, the only
sound emitted being g slight hiss -of
air from the exhaust valves.

- AIR RECOMPRESSED

As the air goes through the en-
gine, forcing pistons up and down
on the same principle as that of
gasoline explosions, most of it is re-~
capfured and recompressed by a
compressor bufit as a part of the
engine. |

The ceoled air returns to the pres-
sure tank, the latter heated by elec-
tricity from batteries and a gen-
erator. This heating, Meyers point-
ed out, expands the air in the tank
and doubles the air power.

The motor, operating under this
sysiem, not only furnishes power {or

the automobile, but has the ability
to build up its own motivating body.

CAN GET MORE SPEED

lever.

.In the first demonstration the mo-

tor was gearcd down so that the
maximum speed attained was thir-
ty-five miles an hour. With a gear
shift, the inventor explained, R
higher-powered engine will drive a
car at speeds equal to or grealer
than those now achieved -in gaso-
Iine-powered cars.

It is the intention of Meyers t0.

perfect the compressed-alr engine

for alrplanes as well as for automo-
biles. He pointed out that such an
engine for aircraft would obviate
the fire hazard and permit fiying
ships to carry more weight {n pas-
sengers or aijrmall in place of the
fuel loads now neceessary.

- - He has protected his rights to the

invention in an organization knc;wn
as the Alr Power Corporation.
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Top. frent yiew oi the air.driven automobile, <howing 1he motor,
with Roy J. Mevers, the mventor, alvngside; helow, filling the ¢¢nl-
pressed air tanky at the rear —the only *lnel” necessary
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Los Anmeles, Cal, Oct. 10, —Roy
J. Meyers, Inventor, rdrove hif cay
up o, a Tiilng sintlop -here, the

other dey.
"fIam. mister?” guerled the  at-
tendant, ; g
UM roplicd  Meyers, *just a

little wind." anad he proceeded - 10

“Fill “er Up-

Ne%’-Fang}ed ﬁutomobi]e,- \Vhosa On]}f
“Fuel” is Compressed Aty, Soon May
Revolutionize Motor Industry

CENTRAL PRESS ASSOCIATION |
16 PAGES
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With Air!”

Meayers pointed. out that It regulres
ap ignltlon sysom, no rethuretor,
no mig  tank ner . {lle -multipllofly
of TOvipng parix necessry:-in? e
grdinary | gosoline -power,  plant
Thatre iy hit ona échtrel . and thatk
bz ih® alc lovér, ‘poverning the sup-
ply of glr Lo thp-criindéra, ~ -
Tanke. in .tha rear of the car ore

| Tifed awilh. compressed Rir to 500

tke Tear where o olgn “Iree mir”
gonit ha geertt. -
Coupllng ihe plr Linke ontn n caN-
neclitn, he aved o pressurg gonuge
on the dosh, In a fow minules he

ipounds pressure. On, gpesing the
;Eun‘trui velve the  nar rooves off

wllh smpooth easc, -And - pleks ap
enood | quickly. ‘The only. sound-on
starliney 13 a slight bom which

was satisfled, and cilmbed into the Pransae 4 the car paina way.

eral wWith the rematk. "Weil, rho's:
kool fer another hundred miles
now,” and drove off, leaving Lhe)|

Fas sintlen nn gopglc-eyed. [
"EFree plr™ meany free Mael fori

Meyers, for ha has snpcepdrd :

in |
harheseinpe compreersed alr as an
entirely proacties] motlve power by
meang of a newly developed moidr.
whicit he has just dlscloged far the
[irot time in ann pmnzing demnion-
stration, - -
Six Yrars' Kesearch

“The new nulor i3 the resuil af
1% Yyoures of research nnd oxperi-
mentatlon,” said  Meyere. As he
drove It around Loz Anpelas, ""Thir
lg the sccnnd compl2te mztor T
have bulit, my firal expemmental
made] having beon made . 1hrae
yeara &4go. Thiz latest melaor hog
laken a vear to perfect”

Going <ver the zixcylinder cn-
plnr, which resembles & radig] nle-
plant motior I generzl appenrance,

|
" Fa

{".'.rmfl'm:ﬁ.'-d fremy Poye {_‘l_r_tr._

" o — - — el - -

lr-l'ﬁ-"--h
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" "This . exparimentnl” car, .sald
Movare, iz direel goaread., and s
only ‘goad for R spned- of 35 miles
an -hour, but with {iie addition of
n pear shift in conjunetion with o
larper sized métor, normul maxl-
mnum untomobile apceds ar gpreonter
can be made, ba mainlalng Greats
¢e powar nnyl apecd. = slmply &

mattcr of plston . dlsplacemenl 03

In the pasolinc motor, Meyers ex-
plained, in, showing the genera]
pringinies oo which his creation
whnrke _ . -
Flow 1t Worka .

"The alr expands in the cylinders,
torcing the pistons up "ng down ax
the pay explosions do in the oradia.
ary  itypo  moier," the inventm
pointed  oul. “Similarity  ccasty
{here, far Lhen the nic le recaplire-
el nmdl  recompressed by ROCGIN.
pressor bulll into 1he motor ilsclf,

Continued on Page Faur,

W wy T T e Y e

b =l

Thix =14 reeomurosren nlr Lo e
turapd 1o the  prersure  1ARKS
where It ia heated by the elactricliy
from hnatleries angd penerater. The
rxpanslon from 1he hedt grekatly
irerenses the &ir power aa L gocs
RArlk into use,

oI {ntend top rarry my PXRRCE
menss [urtiicr and pertest thic 2o-
sor for alrplane Use gs sel] as Lol
Aetunallles,  Buckh g miotpr wouid
hp abunlctely ceitaln In nperdtlon
antd allminzale any poegible flre
hazalw), By fduing away wih Hhe
fusl toacds Low heoossry, the uge
ot the nir ator would mreally o
crente he piyv Ipade of Blromf’”

An he  experiments,  Meowes
drives la prerent cor argutn] s
Angeles pleklng uwp oa Lille [ree
air horp angd there, hi® transjomie
tiof consings hlm nal & 2ent cxXceps
thHe woear and Far on his ez,

d -

ok
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THE LETHBRIDGE HERALD
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Helpfull Hints of mtcres{j
all Camdlaiz Toatorists

PADE FIVE

Rire Mavore of Taon Angglggl whOone

- —" ks

fuvanlion ol an automobile driven by
commpressed alr [38 bringlng bim Into
tha lhinelicht, In B rocent ‘aterview
haf & faw ressons to advenep for the
‘uelis-t that cars ot this sort ¢ould be

monufactured and geld 4o an advan-
LEED,. .

i “Af.Inr A8 T know my motor Js tha
:E.iplesr. vl i m:vnmnmteu. NIoYers
rayd, "It bias only 13 nin working
ravia aml [ have nop woprrvies ag to
averiieating, earburctor trouble or ig-
nlilon, ‘The mplor operates with- A

singla levar which controls Lhe amount
of Alr releagad Into the oylindars,

“A faclary turning out thees motora
In & falr quantitr could bulld them
for not ocver 375 cach, muech less than
it conts {¢ bulld a gnsollne motor of
the sama power ta-davy,

“"An for the cost of operation, I don't
mrén like to talk abnut thal it iz so
negliglhla, 'One tank of compressed
alr, which will 7un the car mora than
0 mlles, costz me 18 conts.”

Tha molar regepsmhblea A radinl aero-
plane engine In appeatanes, and Ia

i;i"* N

DED'EE‘-TB’ER b, 1531

MOTORING

1 . it
4 .:-'*‘-m::-.'—'—- -

et L0 "i' mﬁ&-‘i’n}' -
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h&lf tha elze of tha ordinary 200-horse-
powar gasollne motor, belup I2 Inches
in dlameier, 14 Inches [o width and
welghing only 114 pounds, Despile ite
amall slza, hopwever, it fdpvelona 182
horaepower bt 2,400 r.p.m,

T™he cor o which Meyvere has in-
atalled his moter has attalned a gpeed
af 25 milaa an hour., TWiih the proper
s}inring'.. zats Nhievers, thls same
rmotar will drelve a enr miers than 100
miles an oour.

And It will trovel morn than E0D
milee without relbilling the compressed
alr tnnk, he adds.

Alr s mut Inte the tank fram AR
ordlunary compresaxt nle ¢chamber at
a preaasurs of 100 pourds, By means
of an elactrie heatar, operated by bat-
taries and o gencerator, the alr then is

heated until It atiaing a pressures of
200 pounds.

As the warm air poex throcugh the
angineg valvas nod 18 canled 1t 1 re-

covared and drawn info 2 compress-
Ing chamber where It s hented and
araln forced Into the msaln tank, In
this wavy nine-tenthe aof the air usad
for aperatioe the motor ls used agaln,
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(Compressed cAIR eMOTOR “Runs (Car

A L

COMPRESSED AIR
TANKS

B e e e R e

A side view of the compressed air car, showing the four
fuel tanks which will drive the car 500 miles at a speed of
35 miles an hour. The engine requires no cooling system,

no ignition system, no carburetor, nor the hundreds of
moving parts included in a standard gasoline motor.

ITHER the era of “free air” is about

to come to an end, or the cost of motor-
ing is about to be reduced to practically

nothing. In an amazing demonstration con- *' % ;,ISY 76 67 ’, ‘

ducted recently in Los Angeles a standard

mati

4

— --u_.---.-...,,...-"'f r
> ~—

automobile chassis, powered with a newly- | M e —
developed compressed air motor, whizzed .
around the city streets at not one cent of
cost to the driver for fuel.

E . : : A front view, showing how the compressed air
The engine, which is the result of six engine is mounted. An electric heater, operated

years _Of research by Roy J. Meyersa‘ réseém- by a battery and generator, heats the air until
bles in general appearance a radial air- it attains a pressure of 200 Ibs. As the warm air
plane motor. It is mounted in an upright goes through the engine and is cooled, it is re-

o9 ‘ . covered and drawn into a compressing chamber,
pOSltll-On -~ tthe ,Samte S(ll)acs ey ied by q  where it is heated again and returned to the tank.
gasoline motor 1in stanaara cars.
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The Compressed Air Motor Which Weighs Only 50 Pound d. A . -
__ . — : - - v Inventor, Can Develop 100 Horse-Power and Bes Dr 5 nln » According 10 the
. Roy J. Meyers, Los Angeles inventor, put.final Tankiel of aic. o Jrven 1,000 Miles on One

touches on unusual motor which useg no fuel but runs *
. < S . | g e [R 23 a8 fuel gas for propelling
on compressed air: Tank of 500 -pounds pressure is raotor cars may eventually take

sufficient to operate it for several hours. He recently the f;m Of] zasoine for that
. . A 1. . v - A LR purpose, as the result of the invention
astonished Los Angeles with his use' of the airpower  gf on etirely new type of engine.

automobile whose ‘“fuel” supply was the free air hose This new motor, which was per-

th . et R L | _ A - fected by Roy J. Meyers, is propelled

of the nearest service: station. He drove it .to Dan by col;:ﬁ compressed air, was designed
gy « - J especi oY uee in to ] '

Francisco and return at cost of $1.25. Tae ﬁgp%%?ed mode?li{ this Satne

T waicn Mr. dMeyers recently completed,

MARCH 28, 1032, 3=/,  weighs only 50 pounds. = Despice it

gmall weight and size, however, tha
inventor expects it to be able to de-
velep 23 much as 100 horse-pows

The tank of an automobile powered
hg this compressed air engins is filleg
with cold air, under a pressure of 150

pounds. This pressure in turn is raized
to 500 pounda by means of an electrie
msnifold.

Mr. Myers ciaims that one tankfual

of air is sufficient to drive g mot
1,000 miles, oror car



Los Angeles Imes Aprll 21,1912 p. I-1

ELECTRICITY FROM AIR
BY A CONVICT’S DEVICE.

Kate Barnard of Oklahoma Discovers Him in Arizona
Prison, Gets the Legislature to Release Him and
Heads Lawmakers’ Money Gift With Fifty-dollar
Donation to Obtain a Patent.

[BY A. P. NIGHT WIRE TO THE TIMES.]

P uniquo {ncident occurred in the

State Legislature today when, aft-
or an address on Prison Reform,” by
Miss Xate Barnard, BState Commis-
sioner of Charitles of Oklahoma, the

agssembled leglsiators took up a col-
lection to send a convict in the Ari-
zona State Penitentiary to Washing-
ton, in order that he might paten?
an invention, which, according 1o Miss
Barnard, i{s worth milllons. This was
done after the Legislature, by | rising
vote, gave Iits consent to the paruie
and Miss Barnard headed the sub-
scription list with a donation of $40.

HOENIX (Aris.) April 25.—A J. Myers, convicted of forgery.

AcC-
cording to Miss Barnard, Mycrs's in-
vention, perfected in the prison at
Florence, will revolutionize mechanics.
The device, she stated, successfully

takes free electricity direct from the
alr and utilizes it to generate the
“spark’’ for the operation of gaso-
linoc engines. She said that she had
advised Myers to destroy all of hils
blue-prints in order to avold discov-
ery and possible theft of his device.
Miss Barnard addressed a joint scs«
sior of both houses, speaking for neare
ly three hours. Comment following
indicated that her talk will have an

The convict in whose

Barnard hag become interested, is Joy

CONVIGT SNATCHFS
AIR’S HLEGTRICITY

Astonishes tnhorsdulous Patent
Office Men and GCoes Back

to Serve Sentence

FHOENIX, ARIZ,
tected by & caveat sovering the de-

tails B¢ his invention. Roy J. Meyers.
teles~ed fram the Florencs Peniten-
tionry by Gevernor Hunt fo» the Pur-
pose of securing patents on a device

Juns J.~—Pro

behalf Aliss
in Arizona.

for oolltoting n-vh'~
slectricity from the atmoaphe o, (»Tked
of  his Invention for the first time.

“When . I arrived in Washingtop’>
said - Meyers. “wnd Iajd my drawings
hofore the FP=tent Office sx/ sits they
merely smiled and told me that !
wenid have 80 build & model and dem-
| onstrate my claims—that [t seamed
strange that I unknown to the elec-
trical world, shouid have accome-
pitahed the things for which Edison,
Tesls arnd other exparts hﬂm bean
striving for years..

“There was-littls tims to spare as I
had only twenty days left of my leave
and | set to work and in a faw days
weas able to take a crude model avound
to the Patent Offica to me¥e a damon-
tration,

“Arriving at the Patant Office the
absorber was hoisted on two short
poles and made to work. Thers was

grantitic  of | no trouble after thet
‘had

-gentance, which wlill expire in

Important effect on prison legislation

The >4 siel
snon the thing sstuslly we
Whils they wers unabie to undars

the principles iavolved and hardly
willing to beleve thair own oyes they
Were ‘ <od to admit that I had some-
thing wiw and differsent, and told me
1 might flle my application without
mmur delny.

'“f am going back to Florence toe
day to resume the sarving of my
teny

monthg ™

Irenton Evenmg Tmes, June 3, 1912



Rird in n Cage.

MAKES A MODEL
OF HIS DEVICE.

Conciel Declures He Obtains
Ileetricity from L,

[ Seee—e— . +-—ﬂ""l‘h‘

Files  an oA pplication 1o
Patent the Deviee.

[r = -4-—-*-—-—-—-

Foroer Wins Many Friends
to Ilis Novel Theory.

[, s 0 t® vairts sgu b feepiee 0f T Times ]

PYIOINEN A vz June N —T{av-
it s onvineod the hatd-hended Patont
Ol o0 otfietnls that he hnyg invented J
nretliod of tahli,y  statfe electpioity
trong the ot Aind transtorming it into

dinamie carrent, Rove Moeveors,
Vidzondg's  inventoi-conviet, v hadk

fraim \Waashinugton Alter his thirts -

das leqive of uhsenee, he i« ohve Mmore
o inmate In the State penftonty o
Ansiousty aawarting the time wWhen s
sotttoene e will esplte to mualce arrange-
a1 it too manataeture and o sell has

titate Lying «
Mevere iv o saoiving o tenm in the
e Litentiiy for forgery, e will te-
nLiIin the tee cachteen tionths  longel
anless, e the ntoantinee, it = demaon-
“Urntedd bBovoild o deubt that he lins
als ove trid the “eotet tor which adi-
hothd Tesht haave souat i satiy in
thot cvenit th ¢+ probmthiv o will e a
oapredar detiiaid B s putdon,
whih oy Hunt will not fall to
TEREL oy Hlunt s alreads e Led
Mevors ¢o the estent of dallovanse hihin
a thirty =ity teave of b ticre, v ith
(e HItiIswloll 1o Zo ta Washinmivton une-

ool and apDdly too g paate it

Wit lettars of intiodiie o from
oy Hlunt o and others, Mesaor o Oledd
appiications tor piutents on his dlo-

trical machine and another  of s
S I M R A A LA W AL Tlhe othier nsven-
tiall 1~ an electrie hatton for toe
trol of e hivdrants i1y the cnnrae
of tithie patents wilt e 1ssuied o thie

L\ 1),

1 "'IJ-""

SPGCIREFYPT AN His TNy,

Wittt e weennt to Washington, YMes.

s Ndd nothang in the sav of o

Liode b o1 dioowanry

it his o maned, The only
TERIED YN TUII IR F XYY

[ iy sertet wiaw JGil
IR
1 etrtatied

it the penltentiary damd oon the ad-
vi o ol triends he destroved o e
cdarsv e e had I M i,

Mmoo ted o theee Patent Othicoe

atitd t1ed to eaplain the principle of
l1: fatns Lt1or to the ofli tals Ty
Vool I et 1 "l o st dav they
told i that only on presacntat on of
towot ot tende b cottid they reveive
Fiae thplic attoll, “Thereudpon VMey et s
went ty work to congtruct a8 M eehine,
Flie loave was tamdly paoasing Hee
siaes hee had planned 1o get o dawnway
Tom Washihton with titte to atlltow
q whott vistt o his wife inp New ).
leanes

T'he i chine, moaore erude than the
one e had meade in the penitentiary,
Was completead  and tuken to the
Parent (Hhcee Tt did not sworh, since
A certtain steel plate had hot been
magnetizad, hut the oflicinls scemed to
dimiv ardderstand the  prindiple  he
was teving to expdain and thev re-
cejved s application Already they
had teceived uan application for n
nittent on a tire hrvdrant eontral but-
ton Maevers harried to New Orleans,
wtiaved two or three dave with his
wife and was baclk In Phoenix with
two days to spare.

Lenjomin  Franhlin's experiment
with o Kite Inspired Mesers to invent
n machine which he savsg will tajie sta-
tic cleotricity from the air and trans-
torm it Into dynamice current lie o\n-
perimented only two months before

[

Roy J.

An inmate of the A1izona State penitentiary who has just returned to prison

vohintiariy

notu Washington where he was perniitted to go to file an

application tor a1 patent on a device with which he says he can get some-
thing trom nothhine, ur electricity free from the free alir.

he was given leave to go to Wash-
ington and applv for a patent The
prison authorities gave him every is-
fstaanee After much careful worlk
e suceeeded In econstracting an ines
“trument that delbvered o current es-
timated at S amperes. There was
no method ot measithing the cutrent
exaetiy, but at operated o large mo-
tor, with which Mevers twice pumped
thhe prison tanks< full of water
TITIG DICVICE DESCIRIBIED

Alevers brought back from Wash-
ington a drawing ot one of hi<« ma-
chines, which, he sayvs, is lavge enongh
to itluminate a ity of 20,000 Inhabl-
tants, The appuratus, which s gqulte
mmexpensive, Is set on a towet, Jihe
o Winddi, 200 jeet Nigh, It wall
collect electiicity from any stigta Ol
the atniosphere, but it:is better to
Nave 1t off the surtace In alr that is
disturbed ay Hittle ux poussible.

On the tower Is pluced what Mey .
ets, Tor want of a4 bLietter nume, calls
un “‘absorber " It i= u bell-like af-
talr, at the baclk of which s o s{eel
plate magnetized by a process which
I~ the principal seeret ot the inven-
tiorn, This is the mechanism that
Attractls and accumulites the  elece-

tuicity from the alr currents, the posi-

five coming trom aonte pole and the
negntive from attother By wires
the accumiulated electricity j§s  car-

ied to o transformer of the “step-up’
tvie, on the ground I"'rom this
transformer {t 18 conducted through
wires to ponwer machines or lamps,
cithoer incandescent ar are

The flow ot clectricity s constant,
according to NMeyors When it
¢MmMerces into the tyanstoranier it s in
the form of a direct current The
abheorber witl attraetr «lectilelty night
and day and will work whenever
wircless apparatus il work, To
prevent trouble in stornis, when the
all s charged with an abnormal
umonunt of electeiefity, Mevers has de-
vised o omnoditied form ot circuit brenk-
e, stich as 9 used for a nghtning ar-
dienter onh telegraph lines, This con-
ducty into the ground the estra elee-
tricity gathered by the gecumulator.

Mevers has found thiat the position
of his accumulator makes ¢ material
difference fiee pliices hig machine
in suech ¢ position that it will inter-
cept the currents tlowing between the
maxgnetic poles anid gets better results
thane when the accumulator is in an
it atid west position,

Los Angeles Iimes, June 16, 1912, p. V23

Convict Rival of Edison and 1es/a.

News ot Mevers' invention was at
flrct received with the greatest skep-
ticism in 'hoeniy, Misy Kate Bar-
nard, Oklahoma State Superintendent
of CCorrections, pald a wvisit to the
penitentiary, In IFlorence, and told the
world that a pantr convicet had in-
vented 4 machine that would revolil-
tionize human ingustry,’ since it drew
power from Inexhaustible sources at
practically no enst.  She went to Gov.
ITunt and asked that Meyers he given
leave of alsence to go to Wasghington
and apply for n patent.

THHE GOVERNOR SKEPTICAIL.

(tov Hunt was skeptical. He re-
membered Meyers, who had asked for
petmission to come to Phoenix und

drive the Governor's automoblile, On
that occasion the Governor had de-
clined to make him an “honor con-
viet” becuause upon looking Into Mey-
18’y 1ecord, bhe found that be had
served a4 term In IPfolsom Penitentiary
in california.

Mise Barnard and Warden R. B.
Sims of the penitentiary labored with
the Governor several diayvs, but he re-
mained firm in his decision not to
take the unprecedented step of giv-
ing a convict leave of adselice to go
vt of the State unguarded. ‘I'"hen
Miss Barnard went hefore the l.egis-
Inture, described Mevers's invention
and frorecast what it would mean to
the humuan ruace. With no opposi-
tion the leglslators passed o joint
1esolution giving the Governor thelr
consent to accord Mevers leave for
thirty days, and went down into their
own pockets to help make up a purse
1o pay the conviet's expenses omn the
trip to Washington

Hitov J. Mevers is 33 yvears old, Tle

was bhorn in Jowa, but he never
staved in one place verv long., At.dif-
ferent times he has  lived in New

York, New Jersey, TlHinois, Montana,
Califorma,. Ai1lzonaa and other States.
Most of his life has bheen spent in
working around electric plants. For
N vear or more he worked at the
Isdison Mlectrie Compuiiy’'s works, in
T.ox Angeles,  While in California he
wae convicted of forgery and served
a term in 1Polsom,

M the expiration of his sentence,
some thice years ago, he came to
At1zonag IFor a time he wag assist-
ANt «superintendent of the Humboldt
ammelter, and he held several posi-
tioge in and around Presecott. (Ine
day he forged a $00 cheek, passed it
At a Prescott store and left the coune-
& B After several months he wae
located in New tirleans, where he had
married the duughter of a prominent,
well-to-da familv, Mevers has always
refused to tell the name of her rela-
tives 11t order that she and thev shall
not be annowedd

Mevers was hroucht back to Arl-
znnia and sentenced to three years
and nine month« 1in the penitentiary.
With the usual time off for good be-
havior, he will be released in about
cighteern monthy

HAS MANY FRIFENDS.

The quiet, unassuming manner of
Mevere has wop him friends  He is
qmt» deafl and this i one reason why
he i= not willing to tatk nt anyv length

Her <avs he haq invented soieral clec-
tric appliances now in ¢coanimon use.
Since iz commitment tn the pent-
tentiary he has heen granted a patent
on a devise to kecp a trolley wheel
onn the wire This It merely two
spiral springs. extending out like
harns from the two onds of the s heel
A When the wire jumps off it is
cavught by one of the spirals, which
runs jt back on the wheel

More compitcated is the fire plug
ennttol hutto? Meyers  savs  that
with this smvention tire plugs in a
wWide radins can be operated <simpis
ty pushing buttons In o central sta-
1M

Vi prigonr Mevere daq g svagiel

AN coomianaation Atoraohy]e atil
veroplare It has vwidecpread vings
i ke thoae of an ol inge, nt

tahed Yy a0 samddl arptomabils T lye
bele ¢« thal wwhen the joaida are bhad
the e v hifnie e M Wt the nogs
Fatracrdinary part of the machine t=

the mietnr, thich {8 eof an improved
type. The cylinders are controlled
separately by the driver, When one
goeyg wrong it can be thrown out of
gear from the seat and the others
continue tv wurk the same g hLie-
fore.



a Boston newspaper before November 11, 1912
copled this from Technical World Magazne

PICKS POWER
FROM THE AIR

A remarkible scene took place 1n
tbe legisluture of Arizona this spring
when the lawmakers enthusiastically
voved for the parole of a certain coun-
vict in the State penitentiary, granting
him leave of absence for thirty days

anw by mweans of private contributions

raising a fund to defray his expenses
to Washington, . C,, and return

1'he prisoner, Roy 3. Meyers, is serv-
ing a three and a half yYear sentence,
Liut in spite of the ract that he bears
the stigma of a convicted 1aw hreaker,
hhe bas demonstrated that i corvict

can ‘be a useful -member of society.
IMaring his imprisonment he pertectad
an - electrical device of such orviginal
character as to arouse feelings of
wonder and skepticism until experts
had seen it in actual operation. It is
a device to draw electricity from the
ailmosphere for light and power, and
the thirty-day parole was eranted in
order that the inventor mi. "'ht protoct
his rights through the patent: office at
Washingto.

With the nequiescence of the legis-
liuture, Governor Hunt granted 1he
parole and the prisoner was allowed to
go free without any guard or any :is-
surance but his word of henor that he
would return. 'T'wo days before the
period had elapsed, -Meyers again nre-
sented himself before the Goveraor.
having sccomplished hig mission, and
then returited to the penitentinry
[“lorence, where he continues to serve
Liis sentence. |

""his, in. brvief, is the
story which has e¢alled attention of
[he civilized world to a newly dis:
covered electrical genius, and to
another feature of the case which is

picturasaite

cqual importance and humau intera2se;
amely, the enlightened policy nar-
ciued Dby our youngest state in its
rrentiment of convicets.

Meyers’ chance came wlhen (oo-
crnor George W. B. Hunt chose us
superintendent of the nenitentiary at
Iflorence a1 man of very different type
from the political hanger-on who too
often fills such a position., *Big Bov”
Rims was a business man of advanced
views, and was chosen for the posi-
tion because of his knowledge of nu-
man nature and his executive ability.

One of the progressive steps he took
wus to abolish the stripes in the peni-

tentiary, and to adopt a wmuch Jess
rirorouns confinement of the inmates.

The “honor system” with the «o-
operation of Governor Hunt, wag in-
angurated. . . - o b1

Before entering the 1‘.-1*15011 Meyvers
had alveady applied for various pat-
ents, among them one for an improved
trolley liead which prevents the trolley
wheel from jumping the wire.
Meyers had a conterence with Super:
intendent Sims and I’arole  Clerk
Sanders, and it was to these gentle-
men that the inventor first explained
the principles of his new (device for
securing electrical energy irom the
air. The officinls were willing to give
the man an opportunity to develop
his plan and a little wooden building
ontside the walls was turned over 1o
Meyvers and was fitted up as a WwWork-
«liop and a laboratory, The first dem-
onstration of the new apparatus vas
made shortly thereafter, the clel-
tricity drawn from the atmosphere
being used to spark the gas engines
of the pump house, and nlthough the
levice wag crude vet it did the work;
and removed the doubts of his friends.
[Farther  development of the *“abp-
sorber’”  followed, and his second
maodel was cnnshueteﬂ and ﬂﬂ"i"Elﬂ]Jt*ﬂ
oight volts. —Technieal World Mangn
f‘:.llﬂ.
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ARUZONA STARTS
FISOH REFORM

Newest Stata rbolishes Need-

jess Humil:ations.

e S—————

MEN TALK FREELY TOGETHER.

One Allowed te Go ta Washington to
Fila a Patent—Convicts Enjoy the
Daily Papers—No Lockstep, Chains

or MHandculfo — System Segrma tn
Work Whall.

Artzona, the youngest stite in the
Toion, is adopting some prison re
forrus that are attracting the attertion
of hér older slster states Here is s
story that {lustrates what s being
done:

The joint hodses of the leglslature
of Artzona at I"huenl:; assembled  one
day last epring to listen to Misa hate
Barnard, commissfoner of charities of

Oklahoma. She is a little wisp of =
woman, all fAre and spirit, aad’ abe
tia'ked to these men oo prison and
other reforms for two hours and a half.
They listenad without fidgeting.

Just comiug from the Arizona peni.
tentlary, Mixs Iarnard to!d the legis.
lators of the experiment she had jus:
w!tnessed in the prison, in which A
convict, Roy Meyers, had run hls
pumping engine by an electric spark
caught frous rhe alr.” She asked the
lawmakers to sanction the governor in
permitting Mervers to go to. Washington
to file his patent. She pledged $40 on
her own part to belp Lear the expense,
Her Empetuoustty swept the legisiators
off their feet. and they not only gave
a ringing rssent,. but surged about her
to add to the sum,

Meyera weont to Wn';hln"tnn. filed hlx
prtent, vis'ted his famlly on his way
back amil then returned to the prison.
He Is at his pnmoping station dnce tnore.
‘ This was uot the ﬂrht time that Gor-
ernor Ilunt had shoawn his trost ino
members of hls prison famiiy. A shart

ACG 21,12
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time before he had allowed a long sen-
ténce man to go to New Mexico and
spend Easter with his family, . The

man was gone the allotted period apd
returned on schedule tlme,

No Lockstep.

One of the prisoners puts it this way:

“The vovernor thinks we arg worth
savin:. an't he ix willlng to Iet us try
to cur.e vick. He has t:ﬂltﬂ &W&j" ‘BH
nor twelexs humiliationa that kept be-
fore v 2 our condition. There 1s no lock
stepr; .we can talk freely together; we
art a dally mail; we may read s daily
'mtper. Before we had: mall ooce a
week apd pever saw B phaper. You
don’t know what it menaans to one to be
lile to Lﬂlp in touch with the world.”
The ‘man’s speéch, nlcely grammat.
ical In a land wbhere grammar {s pot
inaisted on, was puzziing: It was with-
out surprise [ found him to haye been
a newspaper reporter, - He continned:

“You won't hear the clank of a chain
Oor see a palr.of handculls.. The gover-
nor trusts to our honor to obey tho
prison laws, and there i3. not-an Eng:
-iish ﬁI.’re*'lkln"' prizoner at lenst here
who would do anything to Lelug dis-
rreditan the'gavernor's policy or on
the wanlen who carries it oot You
have no Idea already of the dtﬂ'eren-:'ﬂ
in- tbe ‘men among themselves.  We
usedd to have fAghts every day. Oh, I
tell. you it was b—]l Now, although
we are restless and every man loags
for llberty. we are ut peace.”

A Mutual improvement Lazgue.
The prisoners . have organized  the
Muytual Improveinent leasue In order to
Et,_lppﬂrt from *“Inside” the governors
policy.: 1ts presidernt I8 a. minlng enzi
neer now {n charge of the pywer house.
Its executive officer {s a “ilfer” who
btit for _iﬂ::u wias deomedd Jh"jf:;'w»pd}' tu-
berculosis would hitve been hanged
Insteal of dying he hm grown braw

and -husky. | _
Thus offirerwl by the prisoners of

education and experience this convicts
have rallled nod xubiseribed to the rules

of the Mutual [mprovement Ie-n"-"‘-u&
These nre: -

“To try Ellh d..i_', to do Ol p,nml
deed,

“To n%l-tt,d'r"h «ther in a'l nmth ra
of grievance,

“To assint the oiffeeras fn the  dis.
ll:..ir,.{- af thelr daily duities.

Tl v, 41 “L revent d ‘*”I‘dcth
ff-“lihhf .,.'.' ' .

F e Sge——_-



GEo. A, CUBTER CIRELE GAR stands for Grand Army of the Republic and FCL stands for Fraternity,
Charity, Loyalty which is the motto of the Grand Army of the Republic.

Fraternity referred to the brotherhood and sisterhood of those who had
! served together, Charity referred to the work the organization did to ensure
the well-being of widows and orphans of veterans as well as the pensions obtained
for them, Loyalty referred to loyalty to the Constitution and flag of our comniry.

‘MRS, ALZOA BOMGARDNER

i ,:“'."':',::_".::; The Grand Army of the Republic (GAR) was a fraternal organization composed

:::l:::&‘ : P of veterans of the '[l'n.I-Aruyw]m had u'rudm the American ﬂqil'i;?
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Hoy 3. Meyers
Jhrnentor

xxgEsrkx3ckkannnks
bOC PP ) Id @ N NE D DTN B DO

2613 Carondelet St
| New Orleans, La,

Geo WeP.Hunt

Pheenix, Ariz,

My Dear Governor .,

Tours of May the 26 received, Please excuse me for not answering
sooner, I also received your writeup of the prison form which I think is fine
and many thanks for the news,I always like to hear how you are getting along,
Well Governor I know how you feel about the Honor System , And I know that
you have done lots of good singe you came into office in Arizona, The last day
I saw you in Phoenix before leaving for the aouih I Pelt real happy hoping that
every thing would come out alright , sings three month ago when I was getting
atarted , then I began to drag on the ground-stone that was about the time when
I made my first test with the machine ,then after thht My Chenot had me on pins
and needles I tried to do the best I could for him , and he has been irying to
make trouble for me every day, this is what he said in his last letier ,that is
if I dont sign up some more agreements with him , Said that he could wire Gov
Hunt that I was obtaining money under false pretence and in six hours later
he would have an officer hers to take me back to #riz , but he is only saying
that to seare me So I will sign another contract with him , First was he wanted
to be bhoss of the whole patent , Second was he was trying to get England and
third he wanited Canada , at last I gave him a chance on Canada without any cash
and signed contract with him and another man , and yet he is not satisfide , but
he is satisPide with the machine but I know now that I have my hands full, I
will write him a letter in a few days that I will give him back histrrzrimxarud
dptixrx ifour thousand dollars ahdilake Germany back, that is if he thinks
I am trying to get money on false pretence , If you wish to see his letters and

contract I have gigned up with him I will be glad to send them to you, I keep them
Ry Ehdp &8 poMdtness. Il am getting along nicely with my machine again , I havs



my shop right at home where I can watch after it, 7 pave not 1earned any thing
about the lost box that had part of the machine iy 3t , only thet it was missing
at Baltimore, Ve have been having lots of rain down here aoh mngS'it cool

I an enjoying good health and em gaining in weight every day, Well Governor

I have told you all the news at present, And hope this letter £inds yOU well »
et me hear from you and tell me the news, My wife health is much bettar:

With best wishes, I am,
_ foursg slnnerely, “j?;%;)zanJf
RJu/CTN.

9201 Park Avenue, St Louis, ¥o.
5 - 15,1914,

J. J. Sanders, Esq,
Florence, Arizona,

Dear Sir:- Will thank you to give mé the names and addresses of
electricians that saw and examined Meyer's electrical machine in
actual operation. There has arisen a question as to whether his
invention is bona fide or a fraud. Can't get him *to eXplain to

me how he gets results nor to prove to me that it is not a fake,
even tho he has my good cash for ithe German rights,

I suppose you heard of the fake robbery he pulled off in
New Orleans last November, Hc was exposed in his fake and the
suspicion is that his invention is a fraud too.

Awaiting your reply, I am,
Yours very truly,

W, E, Chenot,

B, 8

I am the par tv who appeared before the Governor, November
1912, in Yeyer's behalf and after which he was paroled by the
Governur. I begin to feel like a fool, a2s tho I had wasted good
effort, besides losing my good money,

I really beliesve in cases of this kind, if fraud is proven,
the defrauding party should be sent to prison, put to hard work,
allowed pay for the work, and all abpve his cost of keep should
be turned over to party defrauded,. I am sure this would act
as a very powerful deterrent to crime, and alsoc be just in the
end to all concerned, This is food feor thought,

A prompt reply will be greatly appreciated.



June 11h, 1914,

I have your letter ¢of the Hth insi,,
and I note what you say abour our officials
being fooled by YMyers on his electrical device,
¥o ons here has been fooled at zll., 1 have giaven
sgme time and thought to theories congerning
electricity, and I am free to say that 4 believe
Yyars has the nucleus of a very great and useful
eleetrical invention, liyers needs encouragemnnt
£to aid him in perfecting the device. He has more
in eleeitricity than Watt had in steam for a stariter,
Bdison has nothning on Myers when it comes 1o con=-
centrating the nind om a mechanical inven<ion,

The Tact that the Fatent Uffice threw out
his applieation spells nothing, %ashingion laughed
poor 0ld Langley to death over his flying machine,
Wnat is Washington doing now for Langley?%? The
Commonwealth of kagssachusettis sent a man to the
insane asylum for claiming the air could be nav-
igated in the way the Wright brothers navigated,
and he died in the asylun,

JYery truly voulrs,



.t_-.‘—‘prl'm i
HON. GEO. W. P. HUNT,

Goverror

HON. R. B. SIMS,
Superinlendent and Presdenl

DR. W. G, RANDALL, BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF PAROLED PRISONERS HON. G. P. BULLARD,
Prison Physicfan FOR THE Ally. General
HON. J. J, SANDERS, HOMN. J. C. CALLAGHAN,
Parole Clank . - Stafe Auditor
Artznna gtatp aﬂnﬁnn
Hlorence, Arizony

May 19th, 1914,

Hon, G, W, P, Hunt,

Phoenix, Arizona,

Daar Governgr:=

I am enclosing a copy of a letter
I received todsy from Mr, W, E, Chenot, the man who
bought the German rights in liyer's electrical device,
He seems - to think that he is some kind of a foel,
and incidentally he offers "food for thought" on
what he thinks ought to be done with a man who de-
frauds another,

The man who iries to get something for nothing
has existed since the dawn of civilization, and as
far as 1 can see he will always exist, Something
ought to be done with the man who mzskes it possible
for the other fellow to work the "skin game", If the
state is to be made the guardian of the fraud, as
Chenot suggests, then the state should take care of
the credulous as well, It would appear to me that

they both are in need of some kind of a guardian.

Sincerely yours,




JN. R. B. SIMS,
Superintendent and President

DR. W. G. RANDALL,
Prison Physicion

HON. J. J. SANDERS,
Parole Cler k
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HON. GEO. W. P. HUNT,

Goderner
HOMN. G. P. BULLARD,
Ally, General
HON. J. C. CALLAGHAN,
Slote Auditor
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HON. R. B, SIMS5,
Superinfendent and President

DR. W. G. RAMNDALL,
Prizon Physietan

HON. J. J. SANDERS,
Parole Clerd

Japie itk Jdie,
Heon, G, W, P, Hunt,
Fhoenix, Arizcnsa.,
Degy Gorernor:
I am enclesing & copy of the
letter I have writiten KEr, Chenc’t in reply %o
e one he wroite me aveoui Roy 4, Liyer, If
those fellows whe have been throwing thelir
coin at Myer's feet Lo get In on the device
would show the same energy in alding him to
perfect it, then scmeihing new in an electiric
device would ke forthcoming, The field of inven
in the eglectrical world presents infinlite pos
ibilitics to the man whoe can concentrate his
n mechaniczal things.,
slncerely yours,

FOR THE

Arizuna %Ialr Iﬂriﬁnn

HFlorence, Arizona

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF PAROLED PRISONERS

HON. GEO. W. P. HUNT,

Goternor

HON. G. P. BEULLARD,
Atly, General

HON. J. C. CALLAGHAN,
Stale Auditor





